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Some years ago a group of students were together for a 
Christmas party in Erlangen, Germany. Among the honored 
guests were some members of the University faculty in- 
cluding Dr. Carl Mueller, who was rector of Erlangen 
University and president of the Reformed Church of Ba- 
varia. Dr. Mueller was also well known for his translation 
of Calvin’s Institutes into German from the Latin. During 
the celebration somewhat as a joke the students asked a 
young professor who was rather self-assured and conse- 
quently unpopular to sing a well-known children’s Christ- 
mas ballad. The professor refused. It was beneath his dignity. 
Breaking the embarrassed silence that ensued, the University 
rector, Dr. Mueller, arose and said: “I will sing the children’s 
song for you.” To the enthusiastic delight of the students 
he entered into the fun of the evening and sang the ballad 
accompanied by the piano. There was great applause. Dr. 
Mueller, still standing by the piano, raised his hand for 
silence. “I have sung a Christmas song for you,” he said. 
“Now may I say “a few words about Christmas. In a few 
days you will leave Erlangen and return home to be with 
your families. There will be a Christmas tree and many 
gifts. You will sing the old songs and you will have a time 
of joy and happiness with your loved ones. We think of 
what Christmas means to us, but have you ever thought of 
what Christmas meant in Heaven to God? At Christmas 
time my thoughts are always drawn to a scene I picture 
in Heaven. I see the Father and the Son. They are together. 
But that fullness of time conceived of in eternity past has 


Farewell in Heaven 


now come. The Son who was daily His Father’s delight 
during the ages of eternity makes Himself ready to leave 
the glory of Heaven, His Father’s home, to enter the world 
of sin and hatred and darkness. He is to become a man 
among sinful men. For the first time there is to be a parting, 
a separation. The Father looks at His Son. There is sorrow 
in Heaven. And then comes that awful moment when the 
Father has to give His Son to the sinful world. This is the 
moment when John 3:16 became a practical reality. ‘God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son.’ 
To the Son it meant farewell to the heavens. It meant lay- 
ing aside His glory, His prerogative as God. It meant a life 
on earth of weakness, dependence, and obedience. It meant 
separation from His Father. For the Father Heaven be- 
come an empty place. The Father knew the mission of His 
Son to become man, to become God’s Lamb, to become the 
Sin-Bearer. The dark and terrible cross with its black shad- 
ows loomed up before Him. Calvary where He who knew 
no sin would become sin. Calvary the place of darkness, 
separation, suffering, death. This is Christmas—an empty 
Heaven. A bereaved Heavenly Father and a Son who will- 
ingly yet joyfully came to suffer and to die. It is in this 
realization we can now say, “Unto us a son is given.’” 
Christmas is that moment in time and eternity when the 
Father tore His Son from His bosom and gave Him as the 
sin offering for the world, for you and for me. Thank God 
for that moment. Thank God for God’s gift. Thank God for 
God’s love. Thank God for God’s Son. 
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Notes on Open Letters: 
The Eternal Abiding Place of Saved 





AITH is so important in the Chris- 
tian life that there is no part of it 


The Essential of Christian Service 


By Gordon Chilvers 


This was a message about the unseen 
and, according to an earlier verse in 
this chapter (Heb. 12:1), this is one of 
the two spheres in which faith oper- 
ates. He was “warned of God of things 
not seen as yet” (v. 7). We find that 
faith will guide us and keep. us right 
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thing that is in the earth shall die.” 
“Make thee an ark” (Gen. 6:13, 17, 14). 


when sight would mislead. 

The divine decree doubtless gave lit- 
tle detail, but it was sufficient for Noah 
to act. What is most important is that 
it was the word of God. Noah had no 
past experience to help him. There 
had never been a flood, so reason was 
not able to help faith. 

Noah could find no evidence in life 
around him that what he believed 
would happen. He could look at nature 
from morn till night and he would see 





nothing that suggested the coming 
flood. There were no breakings-up of 
the fountains of the great deep. There 
were no clouds in the sky that spoke 
of the approach of a distant storm. 
There was no alteration in the general 
course of the world. There appeared 
to be no reason why a catastrophic 
change should take place. His faith 
was sorely tried. 

Nothing of human reason formed the 
basis of his calculation. The word of 
God was his only sheet anchor. He 
saw everything in the light God gave. 
Noah had an unqualified conviction of 
the power of God and His goodness in 
circumstances that appeared to deny 
both. 

Noah’s faith shines out in the midst 
of the gross darkness around him. He 
lived in an extremely wicked age. God 
calls attention to this time and time 
again. “God saw that the wickedness 
of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually” 
(Gen. 6:5). So corrupt was the world 
that “it repented the Lord that he had 
made man on the earth, and it grieved 
him at his heart” (Gen. 6:6). Then a 
little farther on we get this statement: 
“The earth also was corrupt before 
God, and the earth was filled with vio- 
lence. And God looked upon the earth, 
and, behold, it was corrupt; for all 
flesh had corrupted his way upon the 
earth” (Gen. 6:11, 12). All their 
thoughts were wicked. The descrip- 
tion is not of an occasional day, but 
every day the same. It was a most 
appalling world in which to live and 
serve God. . 

Noah lived in an age of indifference. 
Our Lord says of the days that were 
before the flood, “They were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in mar- 
riage, until the day that Noe entered 
into the ark” (Matt. 24:38). They were 
interested in the pleasures of life, and 
had no thought of God. Planting and 
building are operations that show that 
people expected to be here for a long 
while to come. They were not expect- 
ing a cataclysm, but a continuance of 
things exactly as they had been. These 
things are not evil in themselves, yet 
the fact that they did nothing else 
shows a complete ignoring of the warn- 
ings of God. Apart from his family no 
one believed Noah, even though, as 
Peter tells us, he was “a preacher of 
righteousness.” 

Indifference led to ignorance, and, 
as Peter says, it was willful ignorance 
(2 Pet. 3:5). The people could have 
known God’s purposes for the world, 
but they refused to listen when God’s 
spokesman, Noah, revealed this truth 
to them. 

Noah_ knew, wickedness 


too, that 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Yet will I not make a full end 
of thee: but I will correct thee in 
measure” (Jer. 30:11). 
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could only lead to one thing, the right- 
eous anger of God. Noah walked with 
God and so learned more of God’s holi- 


ness, its diametrical contradiction to 
man’s sin. He learned that this holi- 
hess, acting in perfect righteousness, 


would result in the overthrow of sin. 


Disconcerting as this corruption was, 
Noah never flinched, but overcame it 
all in a life of magnificent faith. We 
look at this faith. He showed it by his 
action—he built an ark. This was the 
form that his service for God took. 
His walk with God led to a knowledge 
of God’s plans and Noah co-operated 
with his hands in those plans. (It is 
not suggested that Noah alone, or with 
the help of his three sons, built it all, 
but he was the man who began and 
organized operations.) 

Noah maintained that faith and kept 
on serving God in the teeth of a wicked, 
unbelieving, and indifferent world. Yet 
the people were even worse than that, 
they ridiculed him. Every day men 
saw the ark, and it must have been a 
topic of general conversation. 


Many people would come to see the 
progress of the work. They would rid- 
icule its form and dimensions, or they 
would think of the absurdity of such a 
ship. The philosopher might show the 
physical impossibility of a flood. The 
poet might exercise his wit in con- 
temptuous ballads on the doting en- 
thusiast. “The design of building a 
vessel which would outride the storm, 
and which would live in such an open 
sea, and which would contain all sorts 
of animals, with the food for them for 
an indefinite period, could not but have 
been regarded as eminently ridiculous. 
If ballads were made then, no more 
fertile theme for a profane song could 
be desired than this: and in the haunts 
of revelry, intemperance, and pollution, 
nothing would furnish a finer topic to 
give point to a jest, than the credulity 
and folly of the old man, who was 
building the ark” (Barnes). 

It is one thing to believe that some- 
thing will happen at some time, but it 
is much more difficult to act on that 
belief. It is much more difficult still 
to act on that belief, year in and year 
out, even though nothing happens. It 
is obvious that doubts must have arisen 
in Noah’s mind at some time or another. 
Especially was this likely because, day 
after day, he saw no sign of any alter- 
ation in the events of the life. Even if 
no credit is due to Noah that he be- 
lieved God, “it is no small testimony 
in his favor that his faith stood the 
strain of so long a delay and the ab- 
sence of any confirmation in the signs 
of the times” (A.S. Peake). 

To sustain all this opposition at all, 
to do it year after year as he served 
God in the long years it took to build 
the ark, to preach without success, to 
oppose apparently the intelligence as 
well as the frivolity of age, to act only 
to become a byword and a jest, this 
requires a faith of no ordinary char- 
acter. Noah’s actual perseverance in 
defiance of it all, proved his faith 


(Continued on page 1046) 





The Eternal Abiding Pleco | 
of Saved Believers 


In 1 Thessalonians 4:17 we read 
“Then we which are alive and remaip 
shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lon 
in the air: and so shall we ever bh 
with the Lord.” 

Revelation 21:2 reads, “And I John 
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband.” 

Where will the eternal abiding 
place of the saved believers be?—An 
Ohio reader. 


Three heavens are mentioned in the 
Bible. The first is the atmospheric 
heaven of this earth in which the birds 
and aeroplanes fly and in which the 
clouds form. The second heaven is the 
realm of the sun, the moon, and the 
stars. The third Heaven is God’s dwell- 
ing place. This is the Heaven into 
which Paul was caught up (2 Cor. 12: 
2-4). It was to this Heaven that the 
saints in the Paradise section of Hades 
were transferred when the Lord Jesus 
rose from the dead, and it is to this 
Heaven that believers in this dispen- 
sation go when they die, to “be with 
the Lord” (Phil. 1:23). 

As the Ohio reader states, Paul tells 
us that those that sleep in Jesus God 
will bring with Him when He descends 
from Heaven with a shout and the 
voice of the archangel and with the 
trump of God, and that these will then 
receive their resurrection bodies. Those 
of us who are alive when the Lord re- 
turns will be caught up to meet the 
Lord in the air and to join the resur- 
rected saints and so we shall ever be 
with the Lord (1 Thess. 4:15-17), ever 
with Him, not only in the air but wher- 
ever He is. 

The exact location of this meeting 
place is not revealed except that it is 
“in the air.” It is here that all believers 
must come before the judgment seat of 
Christ (Rom. 14:10), and it is here that 
the marriage supper of the Lamb will 
take place (Rev. 19:9). 

The Church, the called-out ones of 
this present dispensation, will returm 
to the earth with the Lord Jesus whet 
He stands on the Mount of Olives and 
when He establishes His millennial 
Kingdom, for the Church must reigt 
with Him (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 20:4-6; 
5:10) for the thousand years of the 
millennial Kingdom. 

However, the Millennium will end 
in a failure of man to serve and obey 


(Continued on page 1048) 
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3. A Cluster of Christian Certainties 


Not because we feel it, or reason it out, but because God says it 


V. THe CERTAINTY OF Romans 8:28 


ad b HE Gospel in a nutshell” is an 


expression that has been used to 

describe John 3:16. With the 
same spirit of reverence Romans 8:28 
may be termed “the effect of the Gospel 
in a nutshell.” The length and the 
breadth, the height and the depth of this 
statement are equal to John 3:16. Many 
sermons have been preached and many 
articles have been written on this glori- 
ous verse. This is not just another 
message dealing with its common 
points, though these can never be over- 
emphasized. Rather, a neglected but 
most important phase of it will here be 
dealt with. First, however, these fa- 
miliar points may be reviewed. 


1. First may be seen its inclusiveness. 
The word “all” includes all experiences, 
happenings, accidents, and occurrences 
that touch the believer’s life. It is just 
as inclusive as the “all” in Romans 3: 
23, “All have sinned”; just as inclusive 
as the first “all” in Isaiah 53:6, “All we 
like sheep have gone astray”; and just 
as inclusive as the last “all” in the same 
verse, “The Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” We need not look 
for an exception, for our search will be 
fruitless. 


2. Next should be noted its co-oper- 
ativeness—“work together.” The West- 
cott and Hort text of the Greek New 
Testament says, “God works all things 
together.” This is better, for it em- 
phasizes the direct hand of God back 
of “things.” It is not that “things work 
together,” but rather “God works ail 
things together.” Then the word “to- 
gether” suggests a design, a scheme. 
Not every single thing in itself is for 
our good, but together they are for 
good. A mother in preparing a deli- 
cious dish puts in ingredients that in 
themselves are not necessarily pal- 
atable; but when prepared proportion- 
ately the result is nourishing and 
enjoyable. 


3. Note further the distinctiveness of 
the persons involved. They are those 
“that love God, . . . them who are the 
called according to his purpose.” These 
are the ones redeemed by the precious 
blood of His Son. These are the ones 
born again through faith in Him. 

Thus far two words, “we know,” 
which constitute a part of this series, 
have been omitted from the verse. The 
fact that God works all things together 
for the good of His own is as true as 
Himself. But alas! many of His own 
do not know it. Thus the fretting and 
the fuming and the fighting and the 
fainting. If I had a million dollars, 
but did not know it, it would not bene- 
fit me. A friend of mine, while attend- 
ing seminary, lived with his family on 





December 31, 1960 (Lesson for January 15) 


Next week, in the fourth of this 

series of fine articles on “Christian 

Certainties,” Mr. Haggai will discuss 

“The Certainty of Our State After 
Death.” 








oatmeal almost exclusively while there 
lay in the bank to his account a large 
sum of money. This is a picture of 
many of God’s children. But He wants 
us to know that He is working all 
things together for our good. Wonder- 
ful! 

Now we are ready to look into the 
neglected phase of this verse. The 
word “know” is the same one as in the 
verses already considered in earlier 
articles in the series. It is not a knowl- 
edge that depends upon our senses, or 
feelings, or observation, but knowledge 
that rests upon an authoritative state- 
ment. God says it, I accept it, there- 
fore I know. Our natural tendency is 
to look around for the good that should 
follow our unpleasant experiences. 
True, sometimes we can see the benefit 
of our troubles sooner or later. But 
this is not-Romans 8:28. According to 
this verse we know just the same, even 
though we do not see any good result- 
ing. The basis of our knowledge is the 
Word of God. It is not based upon 
our reasoning, or seeing, or feeling. 
God’s Word says that the destination 
of every child of God is conformity 
“to the image of his Son” (vv. 29, 30), 
and to that end He is making all things 
to work together. We do mean to stand 
upon the Word of God, but oh, how we 
lean upon the broken reed of our feel- 
ings or hang upon the strap of our 
reasoning. God wants us to “know” 
this truth just because His Word tells 
us so. 








The Unwise Men 
By Grace Robinson 


E SAW the star. 
Unlike all others was its light; 
It lent strange beauty to the night; 
And some there ‘were who deemed? 
it right 
To follow it. 


We did not go. 
For who could tell where it might 
lead— 
Through desert dark and trackless 
mead? 
Or who its mystery could read? 
How dared we go? 


So we turned back. 

And we have still our hoarded 
gold— 

Our frankincense is stale and old— 

Our myrrh—ah! bitterness untold— 

We might have seen the King. 
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TIDWELL BI 


By the Rev. W. A. HAGGAI 


The great man Job helps in illustrat- 
ing this point. In chapter 13 and verse 
15 of his book, Job exclaims, “Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust him.” But 
our common version weakens the force 
of Job’s exclamation by translating the 
Hebrew particle into “though,” which 
is a conjunction of contingency—“He 
may slay me, and he may not.” The 
Hebrew particle is correctly translated 
in the Arabic version: “Behold, he slays 
me,” or “is slaying me.” It is not a 
question of whether He will or not; it 
is an exclamation, “He is.” It is not 
very difficult to say, “Though he slay 
me, yet will I trust him.” We are nat- 
urally bold when we are not sure 
whether there is any danger or not. Not 
so in the case of Job. God was slaying 
him; in fact, He had already slain him. 
You know the story. He was a right- 
eous man, living in fellowship with the 
Lord. A messenger came, carrying the 
startling news that the Sabeans had 
fallen upon his oxen and asses and 
taken them away, killing all the serv- 
ants but one: Another messenger came 
while the first one was yet speaking, 
and added to his sorrow by informing 
him that lightning had struck the sheep 
and the servants attending them, and 
he alone had escaped. “While he -was 
yet speaking,” another came and added 
the finishing blow for the day with the 
information that the -house where his 
sons and daughters were enjoying a 
party had fallen upon them, killing 
them all. That was the first round or 
cycle of calamities. Some time after- 
ward, another cycle began, which in- 
cluded the loss of his health, the despair 
of his wife, and the heartless accusation 
of his three “friends.” Indeed, God had 
slain and was still slaying him; yet he 
trusted Him. 

Could Job see any good at that time? 
None whatsoever. Yet he trusted God. 
We lose the mighty force of this lesson 
because we happen to know the out- 
come of it all. But Job knew nothing 
of the outcome. All he knew was an 
unprovoked and seemingly heartless 
and causeless judgment. The clouds 
of wrath were hanging heavy and low 
without the smallest ray of light. Heart- 
broken by bereavement and loss, fran- 
tic with bodily torture, crushed by the 
disloyalty of friends, still he shouted, 
“Behold, he is slaying me, yet will I 
[or do I] trust him.” No reason, no 
explanation, no hope in sight; yet he 
walked on by faith. 

In 1928, it pleased the loving Father 
to remove unto Himself my oldest 
brother. His Home-going left a widow 


and five orphans, the youngest of whom 
was six weeks old. Thirty-two years 
have come and gone since then; yet I 
fail to see one particle of benefit or 
Further- 


good resulting from our loss. 
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more, never do I expect any good or 
benefit to compensate for his depar- 
ture. Yet Romans 8:28 remains true, 
and we can still exclaim: “We know 
that God works all things together for 
good to them that love him, to them 
who are the called according to his 
purpose.” Is it so because we feel it? 
No! Is it so because we can reason or 
figure it out? No! It is so because 
God’s Word says so. 

Look at this aspiring medical mis- 
sionary who left all the comforts of 
home and, with his wife, went to India 
to serve the Lord. Their union was 
blessed with a baby girl. But in due 
time they made the sad discovery that 
she was abnormal. Two sons came to 
bless their home. Then the doctor lost 
the sight of one eye; the sight of the 
other also left him. He had to come 
back home, where he went on serving 
the Lord. But look again. His beloved 
wife was taken from him. One of his 
sons, while participating in a cross- 


country run, scratched his leg. Blood 
poison set in and the angel of death 
visited his home again. But this was 
not the end. His seeing-eye dog was 
run over, and, while it lay under his 
bed groaning with pain, this dear 
brother groaned with grief and said, 
“O God, can’t I even keep my dog?” 
The dog died. But faith triumphed, 
and he resigned his all to Romans 8: 28. 

Does feeling come to one’s rescue un- 
der such circumstances? Can human 
reasoning give a_ satisfactory expla- 
nation? Ten times no! Still, the be- 
liever can exclaim, “We know that God 
works all things together for the good 
of His people.” God wants us to know, 
and to know that we know, that we 
have eternal life, that we are secure in 
His safe deposit vault, that in our flesh 
dwells no good thing, that the Holy 
Spirit indwells our bodies, and that all 
things are working together for our 
good if we are His. 

(To be continued) 


Entertaining Missionaries at Home 


A fictional story of the blessings from missionary guests 


EARL ERICKSON said to herself, 
“I must run over to Mother Martin 
to get her recipe for spoon bread.” 

When she arrived, Mother Martin was 
making a cup of tea. “Sit down, Pearl,” 
she said, “and have a cup of tea with 
me. I’m so happy that our church is 
at last having a missionary conference. 
I hear Mary Jean Young from Japan 
will be there. You know our church 
has supported her for the last few 
years.” 

“Speaking of the missionary confer- 
ence,” groaned Pearl, “Pastor Brown 
has asked us to keep Mary Jean in our 
home. Says he can’t get any homes for 
the missionaries. I don’t know what a 
missionary’s tastes are. I’d feel so odd 
entertaining a missionary right in our 
own home. It means, too, I’d have to 
turn Stevie out of his room. What a 


bother! I told Pastor I’d let him know.” 
“Oh,” replied Mother Martin, “you 
won’t find it a bother. It will be a 


wonderful experience for you and for 
little Stevie, too. Once you start in- 
viting missionaries into your home, 
you'll be eager to have as many as 
you can.” 

Mother Martin continued: “You know, 
Pearl, my three children are on the 
mission field today largely, I believe, 
because when they were small our 
home was always open to missionaries.” 
Mother Martin had a faraway look in 
her eyes, and Pearl settled down to 
listen, for she loved to hear Mother 
Martin tell about her experiences. She 
always went home saying to Jim when 
she had listened to Mother Martin: “I 
feel closer to God when I have been 
with that dear woman. She and God 
are so close that when a third person 
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comes, you are drawn right into that 
fellowship and it does something to 
you!” 

“Tell me,” said Pearl, settling back 
with her teacup in her hand. 

“Well, I always figured that if you 
want children to know about missions 
firsthand, the best way to learn is to 
have real, live missionaries in the home. 
So I always said to Pastor: ‘If you can 
send the missionaries to our home, 
please do so. We don’t want to be self- 
ish, but we’d sure like to entertain 
them.’ And our house was shabby and 
plain, but the missionaries always 


‘seemed to like to be there!” 


“I should think so,” said Pearl almost 
under her breath. 

“Take our Bryan, for _ instance,” 
Mother Martin went on. “He was really 
fussy about his food. Wouldn’t eat this 
and wouldn’t eat that. One day Ann 
Brown from Japan came to spend a 
few days with us. She told the children 
many stories about Japan. She told 
how the children in the orphanage had 
no food one time. They all—children, 
national helpers, and missionaries—got 
down on their knees and asked God to 
send them something to eat. While 
they were praying there was a knock 
at the door. A Japanese man who 
wasn’t a Christian stood there with a 
bag of rice and some soybeans, and he 
said, ‘I thought your children might 
need some food.’ 

“You can imagine how my three chil- 
dren listened! She told other stories, 
too, about children’s needs in a heathen 
land. I noticed a real change in Bryan’s 
eating habits after that. Not right 
away, but little by little. If one of the 
others left something on his plate, 


Bryan would say, ‘The children in Ja- 


pan had nothing to eat. We should 
eat our food.’ If I had said it, he would 
have rebelled, but God must have put 
those thoughts into his head.” 

Pearl’s eyes filled with tears. Mother 
Martin looked away again and remem- 
bered. “June was a Selfish little thing, 
I tried to encourage them—Dad did, 
too—to give more than a tithe and al- 
ways to remember missions. But June 
wasn’t too willing. Then one day Roy 
Benson came to tell us about a little 
old woman in the Belgian Congo. All 
she had was three chickens. When the 
African pastor asked each one to share 
something so that another village in 
the jungle might hear about the love of 
Jesus, this little old woman gave two of 
her three chickens! I never had to ask 
June to give again. From that time on 
she gave more generously than the 
other two. Sometimes when she heard 
of a real need on the mission field 
she’d give her whole allowance, and 
go without candy bars and ice. cream 
cones for a week or more.” 

Mother Martin passed the cookies 
again to Pearl, filled her teacup, and 
went on. “Then I remember,” she remi- 
nisced, “Susan used to love clothes. 
She always used to say, ‘I don’t have 
anything to wear.’ One day a mission- 
ary came to spend a few days with us. 
I’ve even forgotten her name or where 
she was from. We had so many,” Mother 
Martin said apologetically. “But I do 
remember that Susan, who was very 
curious, went into the missionary’s room 
to chat with her. This missionary seemed 
so especially happy and radiant. She 
was always singing. Susan asked her 
one day, ‘What’s in your suitcase?’ 

“‘Oh,’ said the missionary, ‘I have 
slides and books and my clothes, too.’ 

“‘Are all your clothes in that little 
suitcase?’ asked Susan. 

“Well, yes,’ replied the missionary. 

“Then Susan came out to me and 
whispered, ‘Mommy, how can that mis- 
sionary be so happy? All her clothes 
are in that one tiny suitcase!’ 

“You know that made a real im- 
pression on Susan. I could see a change 
in her from then. She wasn’t always 
talking about not having any clothes. 
Of course she didn’t change overnight, 
but it made a difference. 

“IT could go on and on and tell you 
how having missionaries in our home 
made a difference in the lives of our 
children.” 

Pearl looked thoughtfully across the 
teacups into Mother Martin’s eyes. 

“I think I begin to see what you 
mean. But I confess,” she lowered her 
eyes, “I haven’t even wanted Stevie to 
go to the mission field!” 

Mother Martin looked surprised. “You 
haven't?” 

Pearl tightened her fingers on the 
handle of the teacup. “Well,” she said, 
“I always thought somebody else’s chil- 
dren could go. I thought it would be 
nice for Stevie to marry a good girl 
when he grows up and settle down 
where he could be near us and we 
could enjoy our grandchildren. I—I 
don’t know. You have made me see it 
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in a different light. I almost think you 
must have been praying for me.” 

Mother Martin’s eyes twinkled as she 
leaned forward intently. “Pearl,” she 
went on, “before our children were 
born we dedicated each one of them to 
God and for His use on the mission 
field. We had one thought in mind— 
we couldn’t go to the mission field our- 
selves, Bill and I, and we must pray 
our children out. We did everything 
to encourage them. Then we stood 
back and let the Holy Spirit do the 
rest. God isn’t going to ask us when 
we meet Him at the judgment, Pearl, 
whether we enjoyed our grandchildren. 
He is going to ask, ‘What about the 
other lost sheep?’ ” 

Mother Martin continued, “Don’t you 
realize, Pearl, that in Japan alone only 
two per cent of the villages (and that 
includes towns up to 50,000 in Japan) 
have been evangelized? Why, I know 
single women missionaries who are the 
only evangelical witnesses in towns that 


large. Many such large areas are with- 
out a single witness. Do you know 
why?” 


“T think I do,” whispered Pearl. 

“Yes, dear,” answered Mother Mar- 
tin, “because good, evangelical Chris- 
tian parents like you and Jim are say- 
ing: ‘I won’t encourage my child to go 
to the mission field. It’s too much of 
a sacrifice. I want to keep him near 
me.’ Pearl, I wonder how many evan- 








gelical parents will be missing when 
the rewards are given out. They think 
that teaching a Sunday school class 
or leading prayer meeting or being 
faithful in women’s missionary meeting 
is all God requires. What a surprise 
they’ll have at Heaven’s gate! You see, 
Pearl, we’re so concerned about tem- 
poral things and these years on earth. 
Paul said that his ‘light affliction’ was 
but for a moment! Actually he suf- 
fered many, many years for the Gos- 
pel, in prison and in many other hard 
circumstances. But he called it a mo- 
ment compared with eternity. And your 
giving Stevie for the Gospel is but for 
a moment. You and Jim will have all 
eternity to rejoice that you gave him 
when you see the souls, many hundreds 
of them, in Heaven because you gave 
Stevie, souls that would be in Satan’s 
power had you been selfish and kept 
Stevie at home.” 


Pearl’s eyes were filled with tears 
now. She couldn’t say any more. 
Quietly she slipped out. When she 
reached home, she went straight to the 
phone. 

“Pastor Brown, I’ve decided,” she 
said. “Will you please let us have the 
missionary? And say, Pastor, will you 
please put our names down to take 
missionaries any time you need a 
home.” 

Los Osos, CALIF. 


Called to Everywhere 


A call is sensitivity to the will of God 


ILLIAM CAREY was never called 

to India. David Livingstone was 
not called to Africa nor J. Hudson 
Taylor to China, nor did these heroes of 
the Cross look for, ask for, or expect 
a call. 

The term “missionary call” is both 
a misnomer and a misapplication of 
Scripture. In the Bible men are “called 
to be saints” and “called unto the fel- 
lowship of his Son Jesus Christ our 


Lord” (Rom. 1:7, 1 Cor. 1:9). Some 
are called to be apostles (Rom. 1:1) 
and are separated unto “the work 
whereunto I have called them” (Acts 


13:2). But they are not called to a 
geographic location, as is commonly 
implied in our use of the term “mis- 
sionary call.” 

The one and only call that needs 
concern you is the “high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:14). This has 
nothing to do with geographic location. 
It is entirely a matter of spiritual re- 
lationship. 

In our obstinate insistence upon a 
“Macedonian call” for every missionary 
candidate, we have probably forestalled 
thousands of prospective missionaries. 
They have waited for but have not re- 
ceived a call, and hence have never gone 
forth. 

What about the Macedonian call? 
(Acts 16.) Does it not demonstrate 
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the necessity of a specific call to a 
specific geographic area? Certainly not. 
It is a dramatic and hence unusual 
demonstration of the guidance of the 
Spirit of God in the lives of two busy 
missionaries who had “assayed to go 
into Bithynia.” 

You will waste time if you wait for 
a call. On the other hand, you will 
enjoy an effective, fruitful life in the 
very place where God wants you, if 
you are sanely sensitive to the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 

“For as many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, they are the sons of God” 
(Rom. 8:14). The leading of the Spirit 
is not primarily one of location, but 
of relation. It is basically spiritual, 
not geographical. It is guidance in the 
field of revelation: “He will guide you 
into all truth” and “He will show you 
things to come” (John 16:13). It is 
guidance in the field of supplication: 
“For we do not know what prayer to 
offer .. . but the Spirit himself goes to 
meet our supplication and pleads in 
our behalf ... according to and in 
harmony with God’s will” (Rom. 8:26, 
27, Amplified Version). To pray always 
with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, is a normal function of the 
Spirit-led life. It is guidance in the 
field of sanctification: Those who “walk 
in (are led by) the Spirit do not gratify 








the cravings and desires of the flesh” 
(Gal. 5:16, Amplified Version). Ex- 
periential righteousness is only known 
by those who walk in the Spirit. (See 
Rom. 8:4.) It is guidance in the field 
of evangelization: Your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit in order that 
He might use your feet to walk and 
your lips to speak. “Ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me,” says the Lord, “after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you” 
(Acts 1:8). A bold, progressive wit- 
ness for Christ characterizes the Spirit- 
led life, entirely apart from geographic 
circumstances. 

This four-fold guidance of the Spirit 
of God is abundantly evident in the life 
of Paul. What he was called “to be” 
is crystal clear. Where he was “to go” 
was not always so plain. His mission- 
ary journeys seem to present a happy 
combination of the guidance of the 
Spirit and sanctified common sense, of 
the faithfulness of. God and the frailty 
of human judgment. “Where” was not 
Paul’s problem. He was content to leave 
the geographic details with God, for 
he knew that he was chosen to be a 
missionary “wherever” he was. 

It is not what you can do, but what 
you are that counts. It is not where 
you are, but whose you are that mat- 
ters. (See Acts 27:23.) When this be- 
comes your chief concern, then neither 
stormy seas nor Satan’s devices can 
keep you from preaching the Gospel 
“in Rome also.” When you are inter- 
ested in being what Paul was (see 
Acts 20: 18-27; 1 Thess. 2:1-12), then you 
will not need to worry about doing 
what Paul did. 

This is not to disparage the impor- 
tance of a healthy knowledge of the 
mission field. The true child of God 
will expose himself constantly to the 
needs and opportunities of the various 
mission fields of the world. The more 
up-to-date and intimate knowledge he 
has of the statistical, religious, social, 
economical, and geographical conditions 
in each of the great continents, the 
better position he is in to have a com- 
passion for those respective continents 
and to be led of the Spirit to the place 
where God would have him. It can be 
said with surety that those who are 
led by the Spirit of God will walk in 
the will of God and accomplish the 
work of God wherever they are. 


Los ANGELES, CALIF. 


we 


European Christian Fellowship 


Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 

ship Tours demands one to Europe 
for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been ar- 
ranged, leaving New York on the SS. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on May 
11th and returning to New York on the 
same ship: forty-nine days later. The 
tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and France. Comprehensive 


(Continued on page 1046) 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 

John 3:1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nico- 
demus, a ruler of the Jews: 

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and. said unto him, 
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for 
no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God 
be with him. 

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. 

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when 
he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born? 

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. 

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which 


International Uniform Lesson 





WHY CHRIST CAME 
John 3; printed text, verses 1-7, 12-21 


Golden Text.—For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through him might be saved.—John 3:17 


came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in 
heaven. 

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have eternal life. : 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. 

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 

18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he 
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds were evil. 


is born of the Spirit is spirit. 


7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 


12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, 
how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? 
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that 


20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither 


cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 


21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his 


deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


HAS been observed that the Bible 
PPeortains three fundamental third 
chapters, the contents of which are 
basic to an understanding of the Gospel. 
These are the third of Genesis, the 
third of Romans, and the third of John. 
In the first we have ruin; in the sec- 
ond, redemption; in the third, regen- 
eration. Man’s ruin came by the Fall; 
redemption came by the blood; regen- 
eration comes by the Spirit. 

Indeed, in our chapter today we have 
all three of these. elements. A new 
birth is required because of man’s pos- 
session of a fallen sinful nature, and 
the new life itself becomes available 
only because God sent His Son, not to 
condemn, but to save the world. 

Salvation is realized by not only the 
Saviour’s work for us but also by the 
Spirit’s work in us. As we look away 
to the cross and trust the Son of Man 
who was there lifted up as our sin- 
bearer, the Spirit of God regenerates 
and imparts te us the divine life. Both 
of these important truths are clearly 
spelled out in our chapter. We must 
not confound them, for, though they 
are complementary, they are distinct. 

As sinners, we stand convicted of 
our desperate need of God’s own life 
and nature if we are ever to enter His 
Kingdom. But this does not become 
ours by either self-effort or self-occu- 
pation. It is God’s own work. He is 
its source, His Spirit being the agent, 
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and His Word the instrument. We do 
not lie passive, however. We must be- 
lieve the Gospel concerning God’s love 
gift and Christ’s atonement for sin. 
Catching the warmth of this love and 
trusting the only Son who died, we 
pass out of spiritual death into life 
that is eternal. 


Verse by Verse 


John 3:1—“There was a man of the 
Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of 
the Jews.” Some reliable versions be- 
gin this verse with a “now” or a “but,” 
and the Greek text justifies this. This 
addition places Nicodemus in contrast 
with the superficial miracle admirers of 
chapter 2:23, 24. He was much more 
than an admirer; he was an earnest 
seeker, who, though identified with self- 
righteous Phariseeism, and a religious 
leader, sought a private interview with 
Jesus. 


Verse 2—“‘The same came to Jesus 
by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we 
know that thou art a teacher come 
from God: for no man can do these 
miracles that thou doest, except God 
be with him.” The fact that he came at 
night might suggest his timidity. After 
all, he was a notable theologian; “a 
master of Israel” (v. 10). But his hon- 
esty compelled him to acknowledge that 
the Lord Jesus was a teacher extraor- 


dinary, His doctrine being authen- 
ticated by miracles, or signs, that 
demonstrated divine approval. This 


rabbi was no mere casual preacher. 


Verse 3.—“Jesus answered ... Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 


be born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God.” This startling answer 
is emphasized by the double “verily,” 
which means “truly,” and which marks 
it as decisive. The Kingdom of God 
here refers to the divine rule over the 
earth which all the Prophets had fore- 
cast—a rule which would embrace only 
those who were real subjects of the 
King, and, therefore, true children of 
God. In order to enter this Kingdom 
a new heavenly birth is_ essential. 
Neither pedigree nor religion would 
suffice. Man must be born anew. 

Verse 4—“Nicodemus saith unto him, 
How can a man be born when he is 
old?” As a teacher of Israel Nicodemus 
should have been aware of the need 
for this supernatural experience, for 
Ezekiel had taught it (36:25-27). But 
he had overlooked this, and thinks only 
of the utter impossibility of a repeti- 
tion of natural physical birth. 

Verse 5.—“Jesus answered ... Ex- 
cept a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God.” What does the Lord 
mean by “water”? He could scarcely 
have meant Christian baptism, for this 
had not yet been instituted. Nor could 
He be referring to the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, for this awaited Pentecost 
(Acts 1:5), and there were many al- 
ready born again prior to this. 

Doubtless He was referring to the 
spiritual cleansing mentioned by Ezek- 
iel (36:25). The water is not literal, 
but symbolic of the Word of God as 
applied by the Holy Spirit to the heart. 
The association between water and God’s 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








Word } 
Psa. 11 
Peter’s 
tation 
1:23-25 
and th 
produc 
Verst 
flesh i. 
of the 
births 
Physic: 
“the fl 
new Ni 
is ano 
These 
born-a; 
Vers 
unto 1 
In vie 
concer! 
birth, 
of the 
been st 
Vers 
things, 
ye bel 
things? 
cerned 
prophe 
these 
could | 
elation 


Vers 
cended 
down - 
of the 
the pr 
heaven 
cessibl 
come ¢ 
compe’ 


Vers 
the se 
must | 
This b 
perfect 
21:9). 
cation 
as the 
up to 
ten Is1 
must b 


Vers 
in hi 
eterna 
brougl 
Faith 
Saviou 
health 
God fT 
mome! 


Vers 
world, 
Son, 1 
should 
ing li 
the m 
to the 
vation 
that ¢ 
Son. 

—that 
loved 
His h 
His c 
And t 


Decer 





vorld; 


is in 
ness, 
, but 


y be- 
not 


lemn 
ved. 
t he 
hath 
God. 
into 

be- 


ther 
ved. 

his 
xod, 


nter- 


Oo 1 


rc wwe = Sa “SS Ge 





Word is not unusual in Scripture (see 
Psa. 119:9; John 15:3; Eph. 5:25, 26). 
Peter’s confirmation of this interpre- 
tation should settle this matter (1 Pet. 
1:23-25). The Holy Spirit as the agent 
and the Word of God as the instrument 
produce the new life. 

Verse 6.—“That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit.” Here are two 
pirths and their respective products. 
Physical birth results in-a nature called 
“the flesh.” Spiritual birth issues in a 
new nature called “spirit.” This latter 
is another name for the divine life. 
These two natures co-exist within the 
born-again believer. 


Verse 7.—“Marvel not that I said 
unto thee, Ye must be born again.” 
In view of the prophetic statements 
concerning the necessity of the new 
birth, Nicodemus, who was a teacher 
of the Old Testament, should not have 
been surprised. 

Verse 12.—“If I have told you earthly 

things, and ye believe not, how shall 
ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly 
things?” These earthly things con- 
cerned the new birth of which the 
prophets had previously spoken. If 
these were unacceptable, then how 
could He impart to them heavenly rev- 
elations? 
Verse 13—‘And no man hath as- 
cended up to heaven, but he that came 
down from heaven...” In the matter 
of the earthly things both Christ and 
the prophets had declared. But as to 
heavenly revelations there were no ac- 
cessible witnesses but His own. Having 
come down from Heaven, He only was 
competent to speak with authority. 


Verse 14—“And as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up.” 
This bit of Israelitish history would be 
perfectly familiar to Nicodemus (Num. 
21:9). But the comparison and appli- 
cation would be new and startling. Just 
as the brazen serpent had to be raised 
up to provide the one cure for the bit- 
ten Israelite, so Christ, as Son of man, 
must be lifted up upon a cross. 

Verse 15.—“That whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life.” A look -to the serpent 


brought immediate physical health. 
Faith from the heart in the crucified 
Saviour brings immediate spiritual 


health. Eternal life is the very life of 
God Himself, and it becomes mine the 
moment I believe on the Lord Jesus. 


Verse 16—“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.’ We have been considering 
the means of salvation. Now we come 
to the great procuring cause of sal- 
vation: the overwhelming love of God 
that gave His supreme gift, His only 
Soh. Men lifted Him up on the cross 
—that declares man’s heart. “God so 
loved . . . that he gave”—that declares 














His heart. He has acted according to 
His own nature, for “God is love.” 
And the one who believes on this Son 


Last Week’s Lesson 
2. January 8.—‘This Beginning of 





pT eae: John 2 
Next Week’s Lesson 
4. January 22.—‘Is Not This the 
CRN Spicccssceianteccs ees ean tea John 4 








will never be condemned but will, here 
and now, possess the life that is eternal. 
This verse is the Gospel in a nutshell. 


Verse 17.—“For God sent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through him might 
be saved.” This statement is both neg- 
ative and positive. Righteousness might 
well have sent Christ as an executioner, 
but the Gospel reveals that He came 
as an available Saviour for all. On the 
cross righteousness judged Him that 
grace might flow out. 

Verse 18.—“‘He that believeth on him 
is not condemned: but he that believeth 
not is condemned already...” The be- 
liever cannot be condemned since his 
Saviour has already been condemned 
in his behalf. On the other hand, the 
rejector is already condemned, and the 
coming judgment will bring the exe- 
cution of the sentence. Each one of us 
is either on the top or the bottom of 
this verse! 

Verse 19.—“‘And this is the condem- 
nation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were 
evil.” The indictment against men is 
not that they are in the dark, but 
rather that, despite the introduction of 
the brightest light of truth, they have 
deliberately turned away from it. They 
love the darkness. It is this that makes 
sin so damning. 

Verse 20.—“For every one that doeth 
evil hateth the light, neither cometh to 
the light, lest his deeds should be re- 
proved.” Because the practicer of evil 
loves the evil, he shuns the light be- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


O WHAT religious group, or society, 
did Nicodemus belong? 

2. The fact that he came to Jesus by 
night indicated what? 

3. In what way was Nicodemus per- 
plexed when the Lord told him that he 
must be born again? 

4. Why did Moses lift up the serpent 
in the wilderness? 

5. What is received when one be- 
lieves on the Son of God? 

6. Why will the believer on Christ 
not be judged? 

7. What is it that makes sin so in- 
excusable? 

8. What attitude toward the light is 
taken by the evildoer? 

9. What attitude toward the light is 
taken by the doer of truth? 

10. What is the greatest proof that 
God loved the world? 


(Answers on page 1043) 
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cause of the exposure that this light 
would bring. This is why evil men 
avoid the Bible and vital Christianity. 
They love their sins! 


Verse 21—“But he that doeth truth 
cometh to the light, that his deeds may 
be made manifest, that they are 
wrought in God.” The honest doer of 
the truth welcomes the light. He in- 
vites inspection, and rejoices in God’s 
approval. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

John three is the chapter of the three 
“musts.” If the sinner must be born 
again (v. 7), the Son of man must be 
lifted up (v. 14), and the servant must 
decrease as the master is exalted (v. 
30). 

It is startling to notice that the neces- 
sity of a second and divine birth is 
pressed upon a religious man, and not, 
as we might expect, upon some dis- 
solute sinner. The lesson is obvious: 
if the best in nature is not good enough 
for the Kingdom of God, then it is im- 
perative that all who are less than the 
best be reborn. 

This necessity lies in the fact of what 
man is by nature—a sinner. It is not 
so much a matter of what he has done 
as what he is. His “heart is deceitful 
above all things, and _ desperately 
wicked” (Jer. 17:9). And because the 
tree has a sour-apple root it bears sour 
apples! The natural man can neither 
enter into God’s Kingdom, understand 
divine things (see 1 Cor. 2:14), nor 
please God (see Rom. 8:7, 8). Of course, 
this old nature, or “flesh,” can be re- 
formed, cultivated, and made religious; 
but this then becomes only reformed, 
cultivated, and religious flesh! Though 
it may appear as either vile or re- 
ligious, the flesh is incurable. Hence, 
a new nature is essential. “Ye must 
be born again.” 

The new life is communicated 
through the Holy Spirit as the agent 
and the Word of God as the instru- 
ment, and is the very life of God 
Himself. He who receives it enters im- 
mediately into God’s Kingdom. Jesus 
becomes both Saviour and Lord, and 
God becomes Father. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The necessity and method of the 
new birth (John 3: 1-13) 

2. The Cross and the way of salvation 
(3: 14-21) 

3. The concluding witness of John the 
Baptist (3: 22-36) 


Topics for Development 

The Relation. Between the Wind and 
the Holy Spirit. The fact that both 
are closely linked in John 3:8, and also 
that there is one Greek word (pneuma) 
that may be translated by either Eng- 
lish word, strongly affirms the close re- 
lation between wind and spirit. The 
common idea is that of viewless ac- 
tivity or invisible energy. ; 

No one has ever seen the Spirit of 
the Lord. But, like the wind, we have 
known His presence. None can under- 
stand His actions, yet we have felt His 
power. We cannot control His move- 
ments, yet we have observed His 
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workings. And just as the wind is 
necessary for life on this planet, so we 
cannot produce any fruit for God with- 
out His energies. 


Practical Applications 

Nicodemus is mentioned only three 
times in the New Testament and al- 
ways in John’s Gospel. He appears in 
chapters three, seven, and nineteen. In 
the first of these he receives instruction 
as to the new birth; in the second, 
he risks his reputation before his fellow 
Pharisees by putting in a defensive 
word in behalf of Christ (7:50, 51); in 
the third, he openly identifies himself 
as definitely on the side of the Cruci- 
fied (19:39, 40). 

The first interview marked the mid- 
night hour; the second, the twilight; 
the third, the daylight. 

It would appear that there was a 
time lapse between his believing on 
the Lord Jesus and his public confes- 
sion of faith. Probably his desire to 
maintain his prestige in the great Jew- 
ish Council coupled with a fear of 
their censure prevented his taking an 
open stand for Jesus Christ. 

However, when the dark day of the 
crucifixion broke, Nicodemus declared 
himself boldly on the side of the re- 
jected One. 

Let me ask myself, What is it that 
keeps me back from a full declaration 
that I am on the side of the unpopular 
Christ of God? 


Golden Text 


John 3:16—“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” This glorious statement enfolds 
the full Gospel message. It gives both 


the divine and human side. On the 
divine, God loved and gave; on the 
human, we believe and have. Eternity 


will reveal that uncounted multitudes 
have been saved through believing its 
glorious message. 


WEstT Pam BEACH, FLA. 











From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
“A Ruler Once Came to Jesus by Night” 
“I Hear Thy Welcome Voice” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose concern for our per- 
ishing world moved Thee to give the 
Lord Jesus to save us, we thank Thee 
for Him. Help us to love and trust 
Thee more through studying the great 
Scripture portion assigned us _ today. 
Help any of us who have not yet turned 
to Christ to do so today and use this 
lesson to turn many more to Him. 
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Amid the threatening dangers of our 
time, guard and guide this world. To 
its leaders give trust in Thee for wis- 
dom, strength and help to serve Thee 


and their fellows... Make fruitful the 
work of all Thy faithful servants in the 
Gospel, O Father, and revive Thy 
Church in this and other lands. Mul- 
tiply godly homes. To troubled, sick 
and sad ones minister as their need 
shall require and Thy wisdom sees best. 
Forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. May love, joy, 
peace, and all the fruit of Thy Spirit 
abound in us to Thy glory and the 
blessing of many, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—This lesson is in 
two parts and may be summed up in 
this way: (1) New Life Needed by us 
all (vv. 1-7). (2) New Life Offered 
to us all (vv. 12-21). 

Our Lord said: “Except a man be 
born again,” he cannot see (v. 3) nor 
enter (v. 5) God’s Kingdom. Some- 
thing of Heaven must be born in us if 





NEW LIFE 


NEEDED BY US ALL 


OFFERED TO 
we are to be fit for Heaven and able to 
appreciate its society and its delights. 
Without this mew, heavenly nature, 
without a higher and better quality of 
life than that with which we entered 
this world, we cannot enter Heaven; 
and if we could, we could not enjoy it. 

We not only must have this new 
nature, this new life; we may have it. 
It is offered us in the Gospel through 
Christ. God’s love for our world moved 
Him to give us His Son to be our Sav- 
iour. John wrote, “He that. hath the 
Son hath life; and he that hath not the 
Son of God hath not life” (1 John 5: 
12). The Lord Jesus died that we might 
have the new life we need. He was 
“lifted up” on the cross as Moses once 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness. 
People bitten had but to look and they 
lived. We, too, have but to look in 
faith to Christ crucified for us and new 
life is ours. 

Do you feel yourself a sinner; guilty, 
condemned, unclean? Look to Jesus. 
Say, “He died for me.” Receive Him 
into your heart, asking Him to forgive 
you and to become your Saviour. Then 
you will be born again. Your sinful 
past will be as though it never had 
been, and your risen Lord will lead 
you to walk in newness of life. Your 
song then will be: 


My new life I owe to Thee, 
Jesus, Lamb of Calvary; 
Sin was cancelled on the tree, 
Jesus, blessed Jesus. 
—H. P. Blanchard 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 











x 


Every point of battle to which you 
come, where you must draw your sword 
and fight the enemy, has a possible 
victory which will prove a rich blessing 
to your life—J. R. Miller. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“There was a man of the Pharisees 
...” (John 3:1).—Nicodemus could be 
called the most titled man of the New 
Testament; for he could place the fol. 
lowing letters after his name: MP, 
R.J., M.S., and M.I.! You ask, What do 
the letters mean? M.P—Man of the 
Pharisees, the most conservative and 
orthodox sect of that day. R.J.—Ruler 
of the Jews, the most highly favored 


nation of the world! M.S—Member 
of the Sanhedrin, the supreme Jew- 
ish court of justice; M.I—Master in 


Israel; in fact, the Lord used the expres- 
sion, “the teacher of Israel” (v. 10, 
Amplified N. T.). But with all his 
titles, he was not a twice born man 

“The same came to Jesus by night 
...” (John 3:2).—Because he is so often 
referred to as the one who “came to 
Jesus by night” (3:2; 7:50; 19:39), it is 
concluded that it was the fear of the 
Jews and regard for his reputation that 
influenced him to do it. But thank 
God, he came! 

It is always night, spiritually speak- 
ing, for those remaining away from the 
Lord Jesus! It is only when they come 
to Him by faith that they pass from 
darkness into light! 

The miracles satisfied Nicodemus that 
the Lord Jesus was “a teacher come 
from God.” Although that admission 
was commendable in itself, it was an 
error on the part of Nicodemus to ap- 
proach the Saviour on the ground of 
knowledge based on the observance of 
miracles. 

The proper approach would rather 
have been: “I know I am a sinner; I 
come to Thee in all my helplessness 
and need! I like the way Horatius 
Bonar expressed it: 


I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary and worn and sad; 

I found in Him a resting place, 
And He has made me glad. 


“Except a man be born again, he can 
not see the kingdom of God” (John 3: 
3).—Our Lord did not engage in a dis- 
cussion about miracles with Nicodemus, 
but immediately broached the subject 
of the new birth. 

It is singular that this highborn man; 
with all his religion, morality, patriot 
ism, and wealth—tradition says he was 
very rich—should be the first person 
ever to hear the words: “Ye must be 
born again!” 

Since a second birth was necessary 
in the case of a man of his caliber and 
character, it is evident that we all must 
be born again! 

“How can a man be born when he is 
old... ?” (John 3:5.)—From this point 
on, Nicodemus does not tell the Lord 
what he knows. He asks questions that 
reveal his ignorance of the subject. To 
think of the new birth as a physical 
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rebirth is to miss the point completely. 

Even after the Lord Jesus said: “Ex- 
cept a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God,” Nicodemus asked: 
“How can these things be?” 

Our Lord did not leave this inquirer 
without an answer. And unless‘ man’s 
answer corresponds with the Lord’s, it 
is not Scriptural. 

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
... even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up” (John 3:14).—The Lord re- 
ferred Nicodemus to an incident in the 
history of Israel with which he was 
acquainted (see Num. 21). 

Allow the pole to represent the cross; 
and the serpent on it to typify Christ 
made sin for us; then hear the Saviour 
say: “For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life”; and 
you have the word picture that the 
Lord Jesus drew for Nicodemus. 

Peter understood the Lord’s message. 
Here is his version of it: “Being .born 
again . . . of incorruptible [seed] by 
the word of God . ... and this is the 
word, which by the gospel is preached 
unto you” (1 Pet. 1:23-25). 

Nicodemus knew that water was a 
symbol of the cleansing Word of God 
(Psa. 119:9). And the Apostle Paul 
actually uses the expression: “the 
washing of water by the word” (Eph. 
5:26; see also John 15:3). 

When a person believes the Word re- 
garding the atoning work of the Lord 
Jesus, the Spirit uses that “seed,” that 
“word,” that “gospel,” which is “the 
power of God unto salvation,” to re- 
generate that person. 

“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God” (1 John 5:1). 
“Of his own will begat he us with the 
word of truth...” (Jas. 1:18). 

John repeatedly links this new life 
with “believing” (3:36; 5:24; 6:47; 20:31). 

Those who receive the Lord Jesus, by 
believing “on his name” are “born... 
of: God” (John 1:12, 18). 


Soon as my all I ventured 
On His atoning blood, 

The Holy Spirit entered. 
And I was born of God. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST thing this morning our presi- 

dent will review us on John 1:1, 
and then teach us John 1:2. Then, in 
answer to roll call, we will say both 
verses. 

Who can tell ore thing we learned 
from the first chapter of John? (Jesus 
is called the Word because He revealed 
God to us.) From,the second? (Jesus 
proved that He was God by turning 
water into wine.) Good answers! 

The third chapter, which we have to- 
day, tells why the Son of God came to 
earth. It starts with a ruler of the 
Jews named Nicodemus who came to 
Jesus by night. Having witnessed the 








cleansing of the Temple and other mir- 
acles, he was convinced that Jesus was 
a teacher come from God. He wanted 
to learn more, but he feared the op- 
position of the other Jewish rulers, so 
he came when ‘no one could see him. 

Nicodemus was a Pharisee, and a 
member of the Jewish council. The 
Jews would not allow a man with any 
blot on his reputation to be in the 
Sanhedrin. 

Although Nicodemus was a good and 
religious man, Jesus said to him, “Ye 
must be born again.” His good life 
had not made him fit for Heaven. He 
needed new life. 

Nicodemus could not understand how 
he could be born again. Then Jesus 
reminded him of an Old Testament 
story found in Numbers 21: 5-9. 

Some of you wrote this story in your 
own words last week.. I’ll read Ed- 
win’s aloud: “After God had provided 
for the Israelites by giving them manna, 
the people complained because the 
journey was long and hard. They mur- 
mured against Moses and against the 
Lord. Then the Lord sent fiery ser- 
pents among them to punish them. 
The bites of these serpents caused many 
deaths among the people. Then they 
repented and asked forgiveness. The 
Lord told Moses to put a brass serpent 
on a pole, and said that anyone who 
had been bitten could look on it and 
live.” That’s fine, Edwin. Bible study 
secretary, please note that Sue, Bar- 
bara, and Robert also wrote this story. 

Now we will read John 3:12-21. Here 
the Lord Jesus explained to Nicodemus 
that just as that brazen serpent was 
put on a pole where all could see it, 
He was to be lifted up on a cross to 
die. The serpent is always associated 
with sin. The sin of the Israelites in 
complaining against Moses and against 
God, was punished by fatal snake bites. 
But when those that were bitten looked 
up at that serpent, they received new 
life. 

In the same way, a sinner looking 
up by faith at the cross, seeing the 
Saviour there bearing his sins, receives 
new spiritual life. : 

A lady once said to me: “Your talk 
about being born again, converted and 
so forth, is all very well for criminals 
and drunkards, but I don’t need that 
sort of thing. I was brought up in the 
church.” I had to tell her that Jesus 
said those words, not to a criminal or 
to a drunkard, but to a religious leader. 

Read John 3:17 again. The Son of 
God could have come to condemn the 
world to hell. That is where we all 
deserve to go, because all have sinned. 
But instead of coming to condemn us, 
the Lord Jesus: came to earth to die for 
our sins, that we might be saved! 

Have you ever read thoughtfully the 
story of Jesus’. suffering and death, and 
said to yourself, “It was for me He 
endured all that’? 

If you really believe this, you will 
invite the Saviour into your heart. And 
when you receive Him, you receive 
eternal life and are born again. “And 
this is the record; that God hath given 
to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
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Son” (1 John 5:11). We ‘cannot have 
eternal life without Christ, but when 
we receive Christ we also receive eter- 
nal life. How wonderful! 

I believe Nicodemus was born again 
because of two other references there 
are to him in Scripture. In John 7:50 
we read of an occasion when he tried 
to say a word for Christ, and John 19: 
39 tells how he went with Joseph of 
Arimathea to beg the body of Jesus 
from Pilate, that they might give it 
honored burial. 

Your homework for this week is a 
puzzle. S. W. met S. W. at S. W. He 
gave her S. W. and she became a S. W. 
When you have figured out what all 
the S. W.’s stand for, you will have a 
brief summary of the main part of 
John 4. To get you started on the 
puzzle, I will tell you that the first 
S. W. stands for “the Saviour of the 
world.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Man Came by Night 
(John 3:1-3, 9-16) 

HY did John write his stories 

about the Lord Jesus? (Review 
John 20:31. Write the words “believe” 
and “live” on the blackboard.) What 
did the Lord Jesus do that made people 
believe in Him? What was the first 
miracle? Where did it happen? (Re- 
view the last lesson story and Golden 
Text. Locate on a map Cana and Jeru- 
salem. Read John 2:23.) One of the 
teachers at Jerusalem came to talk 
with the Lord Jesus one evening. The 
teacher, Nicodemus, called the Lord 
Jesus a teacher, too—Rabbi, a title 
something like Professor. (Read con- 
versation of John 3:2.) He believed 
just a little bit about the Lord Jesus— 
that He was a teacher God sent—but 
was that enough to give him everlasting 
life? 

The Lord Jesus gave that great and 
good teacher a big surprise! A man 
would have to be born again if he 
wanted everlasting life with God in 
God’s Kingdom. (Read v. 3.) How? 
asked Nicodemus, go back and be born 
a baby again? (Show a picture of a 
baby in its mother’s arms.) The Lord 
tried to explain. Babies’ bodies are 
born for earth, but spirits must be 
born for Heaven, the Kingdom of God. 

Let us try to picture what happens. 
(Show as large a heart as you can 
make from a sheet of dark construction 
paper.) This dark heart stands for you, 
or Nicodemus, or anybody. It is dark 
because it pictures your sin, the wrong 
stories you have told, the times you 
have disobeyed your father and mother 
and teacher, the times you have sulked 
or said mean words or hurt someone. 
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You may not be as bad as someone 
else, but you are not perfect. You 
have sinned. And “the wages of sin is 
death” (Rom. 6:23) whether you think 
it is little or big. That means that 
your body will die and your dark heart 
will go, not to God and Heaven, but 
to the place “prepared for the devil 
and his angels” (Matt. 25:41). 

But—if—suppose you believe that the 
Lord Jesus, God’s Son, came down from 
Heaven, and was nailed to the cross 
for your sins, and then went back to 
Heaven. (Cover the dark heart with 
a white one on which is pasted a pic- 
ture of the baby Jesus, with an arrow 
drawn from above indicating His de- 
scent to earth; a cross; a picture of the 
empty tomb, with an arrow drawn up- 
ward indicating His ascension; and be- 
low the pictures the word “believes.” 
The pictures may be cut from used 
Christmas or Easter cards.) If you, or 
Nicodemus, or anyone believes in the 
Lord Jesus this way, God’s Holy Spirit 
comes and causes a new heart to be 
born in you, clean and white with sins 
forgiven and washed away. And this 
new heart—or spirit—born by the Holy 
Spirit, will never, never, never die, but 
go to live in God’s Kingdom of Heaven 
when the outside body dies. (Place 
another white heart with the words, 
“lives forever in Heaven with God,” on 
the other side of the black heart, and 
show it.) Like the snake-bite story 
in Moses’ time, just believe God is all 
you have to do, He does all the rest. 
(Tell the story of Num. 21:4-9, and 
read John 3:13-15.) You have God’s 
promise in verse 16 (Memory Verse) 
and verse 17 (Golden Text). Put your 
own name in for the “whosoever.” 

You can see babies after they are 
born, but you cannot see new hearts, 
or spirits. You cannot see the wind, 
either, can you? But the wind is there; 
it does things; it blows the leaves and 
drifts the snow and stings your cheeks 
red. Have you been born the second 
time? People cannot see, but they 
should be able to tell by the things you 
do and say. We will find how that 
works in our story next Sunday. 


Orono, MAINE. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 


department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Love Changes People.—For God sent 
not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world through 
him might be saved (John 3:17, Golden 
Text). In a certain Christian orphan- 
age there was a little boy five years 
old who would take things from the 
other boys’ lockers and hide them in 
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his own. The superintendent tried to 
reason with him, to no avail; he even 
tried certain forms of punishment when 
the habit continued. Later the orphan- 
age officials were told that the boy 
must be taking these things to com- 
pensate for his being denied natural 
parental love. It was suggested that if 
they would show love for the child as 
though he were their very own, it 
would change his attitude. They made 
it plain to the child that they did love 
him, and in two weeks’ time he was 
completely changed. He no longer took 
things that belonged to other children. 
From this real life story we learn that 
love will change people. Our love 
changes attitudes, but God’s love is the 
power in redeeming souls. For that 
reason God sent His Son into the world 
to die on the cross for us. But “God 
sent not his Son into the world to con- 
demn the world”; nor can we condemn 
people. We should instead stand by to 
win them by acts of love. No man 
passes beyond redemption; there is a 
potential saint in every sinner.—From 
an old scrapbook. Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Religion or Christ?—Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God (John 3:3). Pandita Ramabai, the 
noted Christian leader of India, tells 
how she followed the religions of her 
country during her childhood days and 
right up after she was married and had 
grown to womanhood, and of how they 
never satisfied. One day she heard 
about Christianity, and she said, “That 
is what I want. Christianity will sat- 
isfy the longings of my heart. I will 
embrace the Christian religion.” Ac- 
cepting Christianity, she sailed for Eng- 
land, where she was baptized and later 
confirmed. She joined a church in 
England, and for eight years lived a 
most exemplary Christian life. One 
night she happened to be listening to a 
message on the new birth. Never be- 
fore had she been told that she must 
be born again. She was convicted, and 
right there and then she accepted Jesus 
Christ as her personal Saviour and 
passed out of death into life. This is 
her testimony in her own words: “I 
found the Christian religion, but did 
not find the Christ of that religion.”— 
Sent by J. W. Philp, Rabun Gap, Ga. 


No Sin Too Great.—How can a man 
be born when he is old? (John 3:4.) 
“A man knelt beside me in the vestry,” 
said the Rev. Leith Samuel at the 1960 
Keswick (Eng.) Convention, “with tears 
streaming down his face, and he said, 
‘Oh, I can’t tell you what I have done. 
I can’t tell you!’ ‘Listen,’ I said, ‘even 
if it’s murder, God says, “Though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be white 
as snow; though they be red like crim- 
son, they shall be as wool.” For eight 
years he had been haunted with a 
guilty conscience; for eight years he 
had been paying the price of his sin. 
But he rose up that night a new man. 
The blood of Jesus Christ had cleansed 
him from all sin. And his testimony 
in the months after? The people who 


saw him knew that ‘if any man be ip 
Christ, he is a new creature; old things 


are passed away; ... all things are be. 
come new.’”—From the Christian. Sent 
by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sus. 
sex, Eng. 


Culture Cannot Change Heredity— 
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again (John 3:7). Walter 
Beckwith, famous lion trainer, once 
tried to change the nature of lion cubs 
by adopting an _ entirely different 
method of training them. He decided 
he would rear them on milk. “My first 
disillusionment came,” he says, “when 
the cubs were 10 months old.” While 
working in the cage one day he heard 
his wife calling, “Walter come quick!” 
So he dashed out of the cage. Let him 
tell what he saw: “Munching grass 
about fifty feet away was our pet burro; 
and slowly sliding toward him on his 
belly was one of our bottle-fed, kind- 
ness-reared cubs. Just as if he had 
been doing it for years that cub jumped 
on the burro’s shoulder, hung on the 
mane with one paw and reached for 
the animal’s nose with the other. Then 
he jerked the animal’s nose back, just 
as a cowboy would bulldog a steer, 
The next thing I knew the burro was 
on the ground, and the cub, with bared 
teeth, was going right after the jugular 
vein. He was out for blood!—this kind- 
ness-reared cub. This cub-lion had had 
the best of care, and had never wanted 
for food. Still, he was as much a 
ferocious cat as if he’d never been 
treated like a house pet! By birth that 
cub had a lion’s nature, and no amount 
of culture could change his nature.”— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Proved in Practice—That whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have eternal life (John 3:15). A young 
man who was home from the theologi- 
cal seminary went to visit his grand- 
mother. “Now I’ll just have a little 
fun at the expense of Granny,” mused 
the young theolog. “Granny,” he said, 
“you know the Bible that you believe 
was written in Hebrew and Greek. It 
had to be translated by great scholars 
into our language. How do you know 
those who translated it got it right?” 
“Ah,” exclaimed the aged saint, “never 
mind the great scholars! I have trans- 
lated a few of the promises of God’s 
Word into daily living, and I know 
experimentally of their genuineness. I 
have proven many of the wonderful 
promises of the old Book!”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by the 
Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Anchored in Safe Harbor.—For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life (John 3:16). The 
captain of the old ironclad Merrimac 
was a skeptic. One day the chaplain 
of the soldier’s home where he was 
staying gave him this challenge: “Read 
your Bible and mark in red anything 
you don’t believe. Begin with the Gos- 
pel of John.” With a glitter in his 
eye the captain accepted the challenge. 
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room where the captain was confined 
because of illness, he would stop and 
say, “Captain, have’ you marked any- 
thing yet?” The old captain would 
only grin and remain silent. A num- 
ber of days later the chaplain stepped 
into his room to find him dead on his 
bed. His Bible was open and the chap- 
lain began looking through the Gospel 
of John for red marks. Nothing was 
marked in all the first chapter, nor in 
all the second, nor in all the third until 
he came to the sixteenth verse. Be- 
side this one he found these words, 
written in red, “I have cast my anchor 
in safe harbor, thank God.”—From 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. Prize 
illustration. 


The Boulder Would Kill.—But he that 
believeth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God 
(John 3:18). One day in Salvador, in 
one of the back country villages, I met 
a young man who had heard the Gos- 
pel, but had not heeded. After talking 
with him, I stooped down and picked 
up a heavy boulder, all I could lift. I 
held it over his head and said, “If this 
falls on you, what will happen?” He 
said, “It will kill me.” I said, “Young 
man, it will fall!” He jumped, and as 
he jumped I dropped the stone. Then 
I read to him that “the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” As I left, I advised 
him to move from under the wrath of 
God. A few weeks later I received a 
letter telling me he had taken Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour.—From L. L. Leg- 
ters in Christ Life. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 1039) 


1. The Pharisees. 

2. That, though timid, he was in 
earnest. 

3. He confused this with a repetition 
of natural birth (v. 4). 


4. To provide an object which be- 
came the miraculous means of physical 
healing (Num. 21:9). 


5. Eternal life. 


6. Because his Saviour has already 
been judged for him. 


7. Despite the coming of light, men 
still love darkness. 


8. He hates the light (v. 20). 

9. He comes to the light (v. 21). 
10. “He gave his only begotten Son.” 
West PALm BEACH, FLA. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 


_ ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 


and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


December 31, 1960 (Lesson for January 15) 
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AFRICA INLAND MISSION 
Founded in 1895 by Peter Cameron Scott 


_Occupying six fields—Kenya, Tanganyika, Bel- 
gian Congo, Uganda, Central African Republic 
and Sudan. 


Information and literature sent upon request. 
DEPUTATION SPEAKERS AVAILABLE 
253 Henry Street Brooklyn 1, New York 





American Board of Missions 
to the Jews, Inc. 


A world-wide ministry to the Jews of all na- 
tions. Fifty consecrated missionaries in twenty 
stations on four continents faithfully preach the 
Gospel to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
Our 65th year. 


236 West 72nd Street New York 23, N. Y. 


American Sunday-School Union 


One Hundred and Forty Years of Service 
in behalf of 

The Otherwise Unreached in Rural America 
NO GIFT IS TOO LARGE TO MATCH GOD’S GRACE 
NO GIFT IS TOO SMALL TO MERIT HIS BLESSING 
Send for Field Magazine The Sunday School 
Missionary. Address— 

The Department of Missions 

1816 Chestnut Street Philadelphja 3, Pa. 





AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


INSTITUTED 1825 
Henry G. Perry, Executive Secretary 
513 W. 166 Street New York 32, N. Y. 
Tracts multiply your witness, carry it where a 
cannot follow, and continue to plead with 
sinner long after your brief moment of perso: 
contact. Tracts bring souls to Christ! 


Send for information and free tracts. 





THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN 
BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


Founded by Rev. and Mrs. Leon Rosenberg 
62 years of missionary activity in various coun- 
tries, Hebrew Christian orphanage in the Holy 
Land and relief as the Lord’s people provide. 

HeEapguartTeErs: 252 N. Dillon Street 
Los Angeles 26, California 


Association of Baptists for 
World Evangelism, Inc. 


A Fundamental Baptist Faith Mission 


Over 200 missionaries working in the Philip- 
ines, Hong Kong, India-East Pakistan, Japan, 
razil, Peru, Colombia, and Chile. 

Write for information and literature. 

1304 Schaff Building Philadelphia 2, Pa. 





REMEMBER 


INDIAN AMERICANS! 


In your missionary praying and giving. We 
invite your fellowship in our ministry to Amer- 
ica’s most needy race. Literature, free map show- 
ing Indian reservations in U. S. 
AMERICAN INDIAN MISSION, INC. 
R. L. GOWAN, Director 
Custer, South Dakota 


BAPTIST MID-MISSIONS 


A World-Wide Independent Baptist Mission 
1120 Chester Avenue Cleveland 14, Ohio 
24 COUNTRIES 102 STATIONS 
Over 600 workers in Africa, South America, In- 
donesia, India, Japan, Europe, Islands, Alaska, 
Hawaii, Canada, and the nited States. 

Write for free quarterly magazine, 
“The Harvest’”’ 





American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 
aids some 100,000 victims of leprosy with 
a spiritual, medical, and material ministry 
in 268 treatment centers in 27 countries 
throughout the world. 

Write for literature and further information. 
President: Oliver W. Hasselblad, M.D. 
297 Park Avenue South, New York 10, N.Y. 


BELGIAN GOSPEL MISSION, Inc. 


Member I.F.M.A. 

Ralph C. and Edith F. Norton, Founders 
Bringing back the Bible to Belgium 
PREACHING—69 centers and a trailer church 
ministry. PREPARING men and women in 
a three-year Bible course. PusLisHING 
Scriptures, books, periodicals 
325 North 13th Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 





American Messianic Fellowship 


Founded as the Chicago Hebrew Mission in 
1887 by Wm. E. Blackstone 


Reaching the Jews of America and the State 
of.Israel with the Gospel message. Daily ra- 
dio broadcasts into the State of Israel. 
Write for tracts and descriptive literature. 
REV. ARCHIE A. MacKINNEY, SUPT. 
7448 N. Damen Avenue, Chicago 45, Illinois 


BEST SELLER PUBLICITY 
189 West Madison Street Chicago 2, Illinois 


Chaplains use Best Seller Posters to preach the 
Word in Tank Battalions, Air Defense Com- 
mands, Artillery Groups, Missile Sites, Veterans 
Hospitals, etc. Help us meet this need as well 
as Best Seller Posters on billboards, in buses, 
trains and freighters. 


The Word of God is quick and powerful 





AMERICAN 
SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 


Rev. James O. Palmer, Executive Secretary 
An evangelical Scripture distributing agency 
seeking to evangelize the world with the Word 
of God. 

King James Version used exclusively 
Sustained by the prayerful support of Christian 
friends. Information sent i upon request. 


327 N. 13th Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 





Bible House of Los Angeles 

927 S. Westmoreland Ave. _Los Angeles 6, Calif. 
OUR MISSION-—to create and sustain a mis- 
sionary attitude and service through the printed 
Gospel. We publish the book, Brste Basis oF 
Missrons by Dr. Robert H. Glover, which — 
ulates missionary vision to action. Free Gos 
literature is sent to the mission fields, es 
those of Latin America, as our friends pray a 
enable us to give. 

Irving G. Hoff, Executive Secretary 
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Serving in India for over 100 years. 
THIS PRESENT HOUR. 
Our Mandate: 
To TELL THE UNTOLD 
To TEACH THE CHURCH 
To TRAIN NATIONAL LEADERS 
To HEAL THE SICK (Matt. 9:35) 


Bible & Medical Missionary Fellowship 


146 Cottingham St. Toronto 7, Ont., Can. 


_ Central Alaskan Missions, Inc. 
_ Founded in 1936 

Rev. V. J. Joy, Founder and General Director 
Reaching native and white peoples of southeast- 
ern interior Alaska and adjacent coast by means 
of village ministry, medical ministry and active 
Christian education program. More missionaries 
needed. 

Write for information or free literature to 

Dept. S, Box 5, Glenallen, Alaska. 





THE BIBLE MEDITATION 
LEAGUE, INC. 


READ the Bible Literature Crusader 
The mighty missionary publication for all de- 
nominations. 
WRITE for a sample copy. 
P. O. Box 477 Columbus 16, Ohio 


The Central American Mission 


Founded by C. I. Scofield, D.D., in 1890 

Member I.F.M.A. 

Serving all of Central America and Mexico, in 

Spanish and Indian languages through 180 Mis- 

sionaries, Hospital, Radio Station, Bible Insti- 

tutes, Book Stores, and Day Schools. Literature 

and information furnished free. 

3611 Congress Avenue, Dept. ST, Dallas 19, Texas 





Bible Missionary Language School 
at Sao Paulo, Brazil 


Associated with The Associated Missions of 
the ICCC. Offering a modern, scientific, 
low cost one-year ‘course in Portuguese to 
fundamental missionaries not affiliated with 
the WCC. 
Write for information and literature. 

Registrar, Bible Missi y,, Languag School 
CAIXA POSTAL 6227 SAO PAULO, BRAZIL 





CENTRAL UNION MISSION 
Founded 1884 


624 Indiana Avenue, Washington 4, D. C. 
7 floors devoted to the Gospel of Christ every 
day and night of the year. Children’s Emer- 
ont Home, Summer Camp, Capital Children 
or Christ, Mothers’ Club, Bible Classes, “(Hour 
of Power” broadcast in its 13th year over 
WMAL. Thoroughly evangelical. Free litera- 
ture. Member of International Union of Gospel 
Missions. 

Rev. Herbert E. Eberhardt, Superintendent 





BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 


4005 Verdugo Road Los Angeles 65, Calif. 


A faith work founded by David L. Cooper. 
D., with a literary ministry to Jew an 
Gentile (Rom. 1:16). 


FREE—A sample copy of our monthly publica- 
tion, BIBLICAL RESEARCH MONTHLY. 


CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 


Member Mission, I.F.M.A. 
Working in five fields of India and 
Pakistan in five different languages. 
As the Lord provides, we lengthen our cords 
and strengthen our stakes. 
Address the Secretary-Treasurer 
107 North Hale Wheaton, Illinois 





BOLIVIAN INDIAN MISSION, Inc. 


508 Central Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. 
PROGRESS—growing national church is assum- 
ing greater responsibility for pioneer work. _ 
PROGRAM-—we are increasingly concentrating 
on crowded areas with Evangelistic, Bible Teach- 
ing, and Bible Training Genters. Specialized and 
all-purpose missionaries needed. 

RIPENING FRUIT—20-minute sound film in 
color, featuring conversion of priests, available. 
Joseph S$. McCullough, Director 
Member I.F.M.A. 


7 
CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 
Over 100 workers reaching thousands of boys 
and girls each month through School Assem- 
blies, Bible Memory Program, Summer Camps, 
Correspondence Lessons, Vacation Schools, and 
Radio Broadcasts. 
Write for 25th Anniversary folder 
Rev. Kenneth A. Amsler, General Director 
“WIN A CHILD AND YOU WIN A LIFE” 





Buffalo Hebrew Christian Mission 


Incorporated 
28 Crestwood Avenue Buffalo 16, N. Y. 
Rev. Karl Goldberg, Superintendent 
canes ap | to reach the Jews of Buffalo and 
area with the Gospel by means of personal vis- 
itation in the homes, hospitals, and business 
places, as well as by radio (The Messianic Hour, 
WHLD, 1270 K.C. Sundays at 11:15 a.m.), 
correspondence and Bible Fellowship meetings. 
Write for free copy of “Israel’s Messenger.” 


CHILDREN’S GOSPEL HOUR 


Incorporated 
Livingston, Tennessee 
A woxk of faith broadcasting and telecasting the 
Gospel to boys and girls. Radio tape programs 
and TV film programs available for use any- 
where. 
Pray for the work. Write for information. 


Rev. Henry C. Geiger, Director 





Canadian Sunday School Mission 


Incorporated 

Reaching the youth of Canada for Christ since 
1927 through camps, daily vacation Bible 
schools, day school classes, home Bible clubs, 
Sunday schools, services, Bible memory con- 
tests and correspondence courses, etc. 

Write for descriptive folder. 
Rev. D. R. Aikenhead, General Superintendent 

Room A, 177 Lombard Street 

Winnipeg 2, Manitoba 





CHINA INLAND MISSION 


Overseas Missionary Fellowship 
Founded by J. Hudson Taylor in 1865 
750 missionaries 
12 fields—10 countries of East Asia 
Ask for free brochure, Faith Undaunted, and 
sample of illustrated magazine, The Millions. 
Member I.F.M.A. 
237 West School Lane, Philadelphia 44, Pa. 
1058 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ont. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 15 


Beyond the Call of Duty 
(Isa. 6:1-8; Acts 1:8) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, -and are 
used by permission. 

MONG the many hundreds who, 

beyond what this world would 
term the call of duty, left home and 
loved ones and the comforts of civili- 
zation to proclaim Christ in the- far 
reaches of the world, three pioneers 
may be chosen for your development of 
this week’s topic. They are William 
Carey, who answered God’s call to In- 
dia; David Livingstone, who caught a 
vision of Africa’s needs; and J. Hudson 
Taylor, whom God chose to inaugurate 
a movement for the evangelization of 
China’s millions. You may wish to in- 
clude, as a fourth example, some prom- 
inent and consecrated missionary of 
your own denomination. 


bd 


William Carey was born in 1761 in the 
village of Paulerspury, England. His 
parents were in humble circumstances, 
his father being a weaver, later a par- 
ish clerk and schoolmaster. When 
about fourteen, young William was ap- 
prenticed to a shoemaker a short dis- 
tance from his native village. Later 
he became a journeyman and_ ulti- 
mately a shoemaker on his own ac- 
count. He early displayed a love for 
books and a desire for knowledge. It 
is said that before he left England for 
the mission field, he was able, in spite 
of the disadvantages of long hours of 
labor and lack of higher education, to 
read the Bible in no less than seven 
languages. 

He became convinced that it is the 
duty of all who have received the Gos- 
pel to make it universally known. 

Carey sought to stir up the ministers 
of his own Baptist denomination to 
form a missionary society for the 
spreading of the Gospel. At first he 
met with very little encouragement but 
later, in 1792, twelve ministers met and 
after much consultation and prayer 
formed the Baptist Missionary Society. 
Carey offered himself as the first mis- 
sionary and in 1793 with his own family 
and accompanied by John Thomas, who 
had earlier returned from Bengal, he 
arrived in Calcutta. The group had 
brought very little money with them 
and in a short time their resources 
were exhausted. To meet this diffi- 
culty, Carey accepted an appointment 
as superintendent of an indigo factory 
at Mudnabatty. He did not neglect his 
missionary work, but used his leisure 
time to set up schools and to itinerate 
in the surrounding villages and to 
translate the New Testament into the 
Bengalese dialect and Hindustani. 

In 1800, in Serampore, Carey joined 
with other missionaries sent out by the 
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home committee, and continued his 
translation work. He was later ap- 
pointed teacher of the Bengali language 
in the College of Fort William at Cal- 
cutta and then raised to the rank of 
professor where he continued to devote 
his free time to the missionary enter- 
prise. 

He died on June 9, 1834, in India and 
was buried in the land of his adoption, 
honored by the high government officials 
and the common people alike. 


ve 


David Livingstone was born at 
Blantyre, Scotland, in 1813, of godly 
parents. He was early interested in 
natural history and a great reader. At 
the age of ten he began to work for his 
living in a cotton mill. In spite of long 
hours of labor, his love of learning 
prompted him to attend an evening 
school from eight to ten o’clock at 
night. When he was about twenty, his 
reading brought him to a realization 
of God’s mercy and grace and a desire 
to live in accord with God’s will and 
to make known to those in darkness 
the saving grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. His desire to be a missionary 
continued to grow and he determined 
to offer his services to the London Mis- 
sionary Society. 

His record in Africa, to which he 
went in 1840, includes the founding of 
numerous mission stations, tramping 
hundreds of miles preaching and teach- 
ing and healing, encountering all sorts 
of attacks from wild animals and ma- 
lignant diseases and hostile traders, 
making geographical discoveries and 
natural history observations, and blaz- 
ing trails from the coast to the interior. 

His death came in 1871 after a series 
of heartbreaking disasters in which his 
supplies were destroyed and stolen and 
his health shattered. He had refused 
the pleas of his friend Stanley to re- 
turn home, and his last moments were 
spent on his knees for Africa. 


bd 


The life story of Hudson Taylor may 
be found in two books, “Hudson Taylor 
in Early Years” and “Hudson Taylor 
and the China Inland Mission,” both by 
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Taylor. Your 
pastor may have copies or you may be 
able to obtain them from your public 
library. 

Hudson Taylor went to China in 1853 
and soon became convinced that a for- 
ward movement to evangelize the vast 
and untouched interior should be under- 
taken. When illness forced his return 
home for a time, he began the effort 
that resulted in the formation of the 
China Inland Mission. Under his 
leadership it became the largest inter- 
denominational “faith mission,” and, 
until its expulsion by the Communists, 
supported hundreds of missionaries all 
over the land. 

se 


As we think of these men who 
counted not their lives dear in order to 
carry the Good News to distant lands, 
each of us must face the inevitable 
question, “What is my responsibility?” 
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THE CRUSADE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT! 
A non-profit organization chartered under the 
laws of the State of Tennessee for the purpose 
of spreading the Gospel of Christ. nn 
Calvinistic and Inter eneuninetional 
e Paper Ministry e Tract Minis 
« Letter Gea Ministry—sending “Christian litera- 

ture to individuals all over the nation . . . offering 

spiritual assistance by mail . helping many 
troubled souls 
e Other Bible Teaching and Evangelistic Endeavors 
Write for literature 
THE CHRIST ABOVE ALL CRUSADE, Inc. 
P. O. Box 180 Tullahoma, Tennessee 


Evangel Missionary Fellowship 
“Millions Now Literate — Reading What?” 
A faith work supplying missionaries with free 
got) literature in Spanish, French, Dutch and 

Financial support to missionaries and 
native workers as the Lord enables. For “FREE” 
copy monthly magazine, The Evangel, write to: 


Evangel Missionary Fellowship, Inc. 
P. O. Box 99 Largo, Florida 





CHRIST’S MISSION, INC. 


Dr. Walter M. Montano, Co-Dir. & Editor 
Rev. Stuart Garver, Co-Dir. 

369 Carpenter Avenue Sea Cliff, New York 
Publishing for 76 years the Christian Heritage 
(formerly Converted Catholic) magazine to 
awaken Christians to their responsibilities to Ro- 
man Catholics and keeping them abreast 
developments by the hierarchy. Rehabilitating 
former pelecte-geoviding information and help 
to Roman Catholics and pastors. Write for free 
copy of magazine. NONPR OFIT. 


The Evangelical Alliance Mission 


EAM) 
Member Mission 1.F.M.A. 

800 TEAM MISSIONARIES assigned to: Ceylon, 
Formosa, France, India, Ja ~ a eng ear 
East, Netherlands — 
tan, Portugal, South Afri Soudieem Riodesi, 
Spain, Tibetan Frontier, "\eteee 
Send for sample copies of TEAM literature and 
the magazine, THE MISSIONARY BROADCASTER. 


2845 W. Mclean Ave. Chicago 47, Ill. 





CHRISTIAN JAIL WORKERS 


Incorporated 

P. O. Box 2333 Los Angeles 53, Calif. 
“Rehabilitation through Regeneration” 

A Faith Home Mission, fundamental, evangeli- 
cal, interdenominational. Ministerin to the 
juvenile and adult inmates in the penal institu- 
tions of Los Angeles County. 
Monthly publication ‘Broken Shackles’ free 
upon request. 


Evangelical Baptist Missions 
Founded in 1929 by Rev. Joseph McCaba 


An Independent Baptist Mission working in 
Niger, Sudan, Algeria, France, Syria, Martinique 
and Canada. Publication, “Evangelical Baptist.” 

For information write 
146 North Seventh Street, Paterson 2, New Jersey 





What is CBFMS? 


A fundamental mission with over 380 mis 
sionaries in 13 countries. 


@Biblically sound ... thoroughly evangelical 
- related to eaties . » . committed to fai 

principle of support . . . businesslike in method. 

@For further ialienetion write: 

Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission Society 

P. O. Box 5 Wheaton, Illinois 


Evangelical Mission to Uruguay, Inc. 
Fred V. Dabold, Founder-Director 
To bring God’s Word to a little known and neg- 
lected people. To plant indigenous churches on 
Pauline principles and train National workers. 
er 4g and colportage ministry. 100% faith 
Work. 
Write for free literature 

P. O. Box 1124-T Fort Pierce, Florida 





THE CONVERSION CENTER 


Inc. 

A soul-winning mission to Roman Catholic 
priests, nuns and people. 
500 million Roman Catholics lost without love, 
trapped _ by traditions, paralyzed by popery 
deceived by the Devil. 47,000 priests, raat 006 
nuns dedicated to “MAKE AM AMERICA 
OLIC.” Will you —~. keep yen ow poy - 
evangelize the world? Pray, give, write for soul- 
winning material. 
18 W. Eagle Rd., Havertown, Pa. 

Rev. Alex O. Dunlap, Director 


Evangelical Union of South America 


Serving fields of great need in Bolivia, Brazil, 
Colombia, and Patagonia. A faith work for 48 
years. Send for free magazine and information. 


78 W. Hudson Ave. 132 High Park Avenue 
Englewood, N. J. Toronto 9, Ontario, Canada 
Member 1.F.M.A. 





EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSION 
164 N. Euclid Ave. Pasadena, Calif. 


Interdenominational faith yo founded in 
1927, gone en SS tmany, Greece 
Holland, slavia a mg in spiritual 
-— relief ae to homeless, helpless ref- 
es from Communism in West Berlin and 
est Germany and in Greek literature ubli- 
cation. “Europe—world’s basic problem,” 
largely unevangelized. Send for illustrated 
literature. 
Paul B. Peterson, Pres.; Vaughn Shoemaker, Treas. 


Far East Broadcasting Co., Inc. 
P.O. Box 1 Whittier, California 
*13 missionary radio transmitters in the Philip- 

pines and Okinawa 
*Broadcasting the Gospel to all countries of 
Asia in 36 major languages 
*Write for free monthly news bulletin 


Interdenominational Noncommercial 





European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 
811 Westview Street, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 
Ministering in eleven countries in Europe to 
Roman Catholics, Communists, atheists, edu- 
cated pagans, Protestant modernists, refugees, 

and Greek Orthodox unbelievers. 

Millions in Europe have never seen a Bible, 
never heard the Espel, and know not what 
the new birth m 

We send CARE. ac Bibles, Gospels, and 
literature. 

Send for our magazine “The Voice of 
Europe.” 





FAR EASTERN GOSPEL CRUSADE 


902 Hennepin Ave. 
MINNEAPOLIS 3, MINNESOTA 
The mission founded by GIs during World 
War II, now a ne oa engaged in the minis- 
try of Church ting, iterature, Radio, "Bible 
Institute, Medical, , and Rural Tent Evangelism 
in Japan, Philippines, and Okinawa. 
Member Mission I.F.M.A. 
Write for Free Literature 





December 31, 1960 (Lesson for January 15) 








(15) 1045 














Home and Foreign Missions 


(Advertisements) 





THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 


More than 25 missionaries—in India, Israel, 
Europe, and across America—are giving the Gos- 
pel and material relief to Jews. Read thrilling 
reports of this work in our magazine, ISRAEL 
MY GLORY. 


Write for your free copy. 
1218-S Chestnut Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Pray for our 42 Mission Societies* 
with nearly 7,900 missionaries 
serving in 100 countries 
*Write for complete list of missions 


Interdenominational Foreign 
Mission Association of N.A. 


54 Bergen Ave. Ridgefield Park, N. J. 





GOSPEL MISSIONARY UNION 
Member I.F.M.A. 

250 missionaries working in Morocco, Su- 
danese Republic, Italy, Greece, France, Colom- 
bia, Ecuador, Panama, British Honduras, Ba- 
hamas, Mexico, Alaska and Canada. 

Send for sample copy of 
THE GOSPEL MESSAGE 
And other literature 
1841 East 7th Street Kansas City 24, Mo. 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF JEWISH 
MISSIONS, INC. 


P. O. Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Georgia 


Combining evangelism and relief to Hebrew 
Christians and refugees in Europe, Israel, and 
many other parts of the world with a strong 
evangelistic witness to Jews in America. Write 
for free oar of mnapeen, The Everlasting Na- 
tion. Jacob Gartenhaus, D.D., Pres., R. G. 
Lee, D.D., Chairman Advisory Board. 





GREATER EUROPE MISSION 
650 S. Clark Street Chicago 5, Illinois 
Member |.F.M.A. 

Robert P. Evans, European Director 
Carl Armerding, Foreign Secretary 
Reaching the people of Western Europe through 
Bible nstitute- Correspondence Courses, 
Radio, Gospel ilposting, Evangelistic Cam- 
paigns, Youth and Children’s work. All our 
efforts are aimed at training the national, estab- 
lishing indigenous churches, and strengthening 
existing evangelical churches. Write for a free 

subscription to the GEM REPORTER. 


INTERNATIONAL HEBREW 
CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, INC. 


5630 N. Campbell Ave. Chicago 45, Illinois 
Since 1925, God has used our Hebrew Christian 
Movement as a world-wide witness to Israel. 
Our aid to Christian victims of persecu- 
tion has embraced 20 countries. Funds urgently 
needed to alleviate suffering Israel. 

Rev. Jacob Peltz, Secretary 





GREEK EVANGELICAL MISSION 


K. Paul Yphantis, Executive Secretary 
88 Tremont Street, Boston 8, Mass. 
Outstanding spiritual ministry to Greece since 
1920. Fastest growing evangelical work. 
Churches tripled since 1946! Tons of Gospel 
literature, New Testaments and Gospels dis- 
tributed constantly. Best organized Children’s 
Camp, cares for 500. Pray earnestly for support 
of fiery evangelists, Bible Institute, etc. Sup- 
ort a child for only $25.00 for five weeks at 
amp. Write at once for quarterly Greek 
Evangel free. 


HELP TO REACH SOULS IN 
DARKNESS! 


Your prayers and gifts can help missionaries in 
India, Philippines, Pakistan, Iran and East 
Africa to give light to those that sit in dark- 
ness. Christian literature projects and Bible 
training are essential. Write for free copy of 
“Eastern Challenge” on interesting reports 
direct from missionaries. 
INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS, INC. 

234 Bergen Avenue Jersey City 5, N. J. 





HEBREW CHRISTIAN SOCIETY 


An Independent Baptist Mission 


Bringing Christ to Israel through Personal Evan- 
gelism, Bible Classes, and Nathanael (our sum- 
mer institute at Huntsburg, Ohio). Also Radio 
Ministry to Christians over WCRF-FM, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, and WDLM, E. Moline, Illinois. 


2524 Euclid Hts. Blvd. Cleveland 6, Ohio 


Japan Evangelistic Band, Inc. 
Operating in Japan since 1903 
Member Mission 1.F.M.A. 
Specializing in:— 
Training a national ministry in Kansai Bible 
College 
one in Japan’s Christ-less country- 
side 
Development of Spirit-filled Christians 
“A band of men whose hearts God has touched”’ 
P. O. Box 42025 Los Angeles 42, Calif. 





HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 


An evangelical faith mission established in 
1916, providing loving Christian care and train- 
ing for orphan and refugee children in Hong 
Kong, Lebanon and Jordan. “Helping the Help- 
less To Help Themselves.” Free literature on 
request. 16 mm. sound, color movies ‘“‘God’s 

er Children” and ‘Hong Kong’s Precious 
Jewels” available on freewill offering basis. 

George E. Hedberg, President 
HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 

Dept. 15, 3939 N. Hamlin Ave., Chicago 18, Ill. 


LATIN AMERICA MISSION 


Hdq. 285 Orchard Terrace Bogota, New Jersey 
“For the spiritual kening of a ti r 
144 missionaries reaching into 20 countries by 
evangelistic campaigns, Bible schools, Medical 
centers, Christian literature, National churches, 

Missionary radio. 
FounDED By Dr. AND Mrs. Harry STRACHAN 
GENERAL DmectTor: R. KENNETH STRACHAN 








BIBLICAL MISSIONS 


reports independent 
Presbyterian foreign missions 
New Readers’ Subscription $1.00 


Write 
BIBLICAL MISSIONS 
246 West Walnut Lane, Philadelphia 44, Pa. 
The Independent Board for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions 


Liebenzell Mission of U. S. A., Inc. 


Schooley’s Mountain, New Jersey 

Organized, 1899 in Germany, 1941 in U.S.A. 
Rev. Henry D. Zimmermann, General Sec- 
retary. Fields: Admiralty Islands, Caroline Is- 
lands, Japan, Java, Taiwan. Periodical: Lieben- 
zell Mission. Formerly associated with the 
China Inland Mission in China. Committed to 
the principle of faith for its support. 
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“Is God speaking to me about the un- 
reached peoples of today?” 

The plan God has for you or me may 
or may not be in a foreign land. “All 
the world” begins at your present door- 
step, or the person next to you in school 
or in the office or in the shop. Are 
you obediently witnessing there by 
both word and deed? 


se 


But let us never forget that the Chris- 
tian is always called to service beyond 
mere duty. His is a special service. It 
is a self-denying service, a life-losing 
service that Christ asks of us (Luke 9: 
23-25). 

Are you ready and willing for such 


a service for your Lord and Master?- 


PHILADELPHIA. 


ve 


European Tour 
(Continued from page 1037) 


sightseeing tours are included in many 
historic cities in all of these countries. 

The tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- 
ister early to insure accommodation. 
An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harry 
J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Essential of Christian Service 
(Continued from page 1034) 


to be distinguished by incomparable 
strength. 

So the faith of Noah stands out in a 
sharp contrast with the blank unbelief 
of the world. Noah was so different 
from the world. As William Barclay 
has expressed it so well: “When other 
men broke God’s commandments, Noah 
kept them; when other men were deaf 
to God’s warnings, Noah listened to 
them; when other men laughed at God, 
Noah reverenced Him. In an age when 
men forgot and disregarded God, God 
for Noah was the supreme reality in 
the world. He was the one lonely 
man who stood for God in a day when 
all men were abandoning Him.” 

The reason for this great difference 
is that he was moved with “fear.” This 
is not the terror of the slave or sinner. 
It is rather the fear of the Lord that 
“is the beginning of wisdom” (Psa. 111: 
10). This same Epistle to the Hebrews 
tells us (5:7) that when Christ was in 
Gethsemane His prayer was heard be- 
cause of His fear. This phrase gives 
us the description of one who stood in 
awe of the majesty of God. Noah’s 
life was marked by reverence. 

As we should expect, such courageous 
faith was most influential. In the first 
place, it condemned the world for its 
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wickedness and unbelief. Alcibiades 

used to say to Socrates: “Socrates, I 

hate you, for every time I meet you, 

you show me what I am.” The Athe- 
nian Aristides was called “the just.” 

By a vote he was banished and ostra- 

cized. One man was asked why he 

had so voted. He answered, “Because 

I am tired of hearing Aristides called 

‘the just.’” A Christian often condemns 
others merely by being a Christian. 

Goodness condemns evil by its own 
light. 

This ark that Noah made brought 
salvation to his whole house. The 

world was disobedient, “when once the 
longsuffering of God waited in the days 
of Noah, while the ark was a prepar- 
ing, wherein few, that is, eight souls 
were saved by water” (1 Pet. 3:20). 
The salvation of his household was 
dependent on the life of Noah alone. 
God says to Noah, “Come thou and all 
thy house into the ark; for thee have 
I seen righteous before me in this gen- 
eration” (Gen. 7:1). He was the first 
man in the Bible to be called righteous. 
The influence of a true man of God 
must always extend beyond his own 
life and help someone else. 

Noah’s life of faith is of special in- 
terest to us because we are specifically 
told that Noah’s days pictured the days 
immediately preceding Christ’s return. 
Jesus said: “As the days of Noe were, 
so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be” (Matt. 24:37). 

A moment’s thought confirms the re- 
semblance between the two _ periods. 
We still see men more interested in 
building, planting, marrying, and giving 
in marriage than they are in the things 
of God. The spiritual character of the 
last days is clear. 

Moral character has fallen to a dan- 
gerously low level. Newspapers, radio, 
and television all confirm the fact. 
Murders are commonplace; large-scale, 
armed bank robberies are frequent; ju- 
venile crime has reached a peak; sex 
crimes were never so high. 

Indifference to the claims of Christ 
has been a mark of the last decade. 
In fact the words, “I couldn’t care less,” 
adequately sum up the general attitude 
of people today. There is no more 
thought today of Christ’s return than 
the earlier generation had of the Flood. 

So there is a complete ignorance of 
what God has done or is doing today. 
The vast majority of people do not 
even know the names of the four Gos- 
pels let alone their contents. They 
can have the Bible in their hands, so 
it is willful ignorance. 

We may expect ridicule. Peter fore- 
told it. “There shall come in the last 
days scoffers, walking after their own 
lusts, And saying, Where is the prom- 
ise of his coming? . For this they 
willingly are ignorant of, .. . the world 
that then was, being overflowed with 
water, perished” (2 Pet. 3:3-6). A 

leading English dramatist ridiculed 
Christianity in these words, “Popular 
Christianity has for its emblem, a gibbet; 
for its chief sensation, a sanguinary exe- 
cution after torture; for its central mys- 
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MESSAGE TO ISRAEL 


Jews reached for Christ through media of 50 
radio outlets from coast to coast and several 
foreign stations. Heard in State of Israel. Classes 
held in homes. Many write for Prophecy Edi- 
tion N.T. and some are finding Christ. Send for 
free copy of MESSAGE TO ISRAEL magazine. 
We covet your prayerful support. 

COULSON SHEPHERD 
Box 682, General P.O. New York 1, N. Y. 


MISSIONARY JURISDICTION 
OF THE SOUTH 


Reformed Episcopal Church 
A ministry cumple churches, Sunday schools, 
extension work, Seminary, and health nurse 
clinic trailer among the Negro people of the 
Southern states. 
Bishop William H. S. Jerdan 
SUMMERVILLE, S. C. 





The Mexican Indian Mission, Inc. 
Member Mission I.F.M.A. 

A pioneer faith work emphasizing:— 

¢ A Bible-trained national leadership + An in- 

digenous church ¢ Medical evangelism ¢ Child 

evangelism ¢ Personal work. Now working in 

six Indian tribes in Mexico. Additional mission- 

aries and prayer helpers needed. Write for 

free information. 


The Mexican Indian Mission, Inc. 
6018 Drexel Road Overbrook, Phila. 31, Pa. 


Native Preacher Company, Inc. 
Converted natives, dedicated and available as 
preachers and evangelists relying on the Lord’s 
provision. No expenses deducted from contribu- 
tions; all forwarded to the foreign field, in con- 
tributor’s name. 
For particulars write to: 
NATIVE PREACHER COMPANY, INC. 
(CC. E. Gremmels, President) 
1776 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 





Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 


George T. B. Davis, Executive Secretary 


Hundreds of thousands of Prophecy New Testa- 
ments in Hebrew, Yiddish, English, and other 
languages are being placed in the hands of inter- 
ested Jews in Israel, North and South America, 
and other lands. Jews are being saved by read- 
ing God’s Word. We will appreciate your 
prayers and gifts. News Bulletin on request. 


1505 Race Street Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 


5 East 48th Street New York 17, N. Y. 
(15 1st year) 

Rev. David J. Fant, Litt.D., General Secretary 
Distributing the Scriptures in over seventy lan- 
are about the harbor and within the City of 

ew York, through these divisions: Marine, Im- 
migration, Foreign, Jewish, Colored, Hotel, Hos- 
pital, Blind. Scripture texts in the subways. Free 
— (Bibles, Testaments, Scripture portions). 

ast year—1,090,522. 





MINO MISSION, INC. 


Founded in 1918 by Sadie Lea Weidner 
HeEapguarTERs: Tomidahama, Yokkaichi, Mie 
Ken, Japan. 

Evangelizing Rural Japan. Only the Bible can 
jierce the darkness of idolatry. The Word goes 
orth from our 5 stations by means of street 


meetings, tent meetings, meetings in ools, 
factories, hospitals, institutions, and public 
halls, with a spel tract distribution upwards 


of 200,000 copies yearly. 
American address: 
Harry E. Smith, 356 Acton Road, Columbus 14, Ohio 


NEW YORK GOSPEL MISSION 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


149 Avenue B, New York 9, N. Y. 
Dedicated to spreading the Gospel from our 
strategically located headquarters. 

A News Letter and the booklet ‘“‘How to Point a 
Jew to Christ” free on request. 
Ruth Angel, General Director 





THE MISSION TO ORPHANS, Inc. 


Three Hills, Alberta, Canada 


and 
Box 1314, Station A, Marietta, Ga. 
Ministering to the orphans and destitute chil- 


dren o: 
CUBA and HAITI 


They need our help. . . We need yours. 
Bimonthly “‘Orfanews”’ sent free on request. 


NORTH AFRICA MISSION 
7034 Terminal Square Upper Darby, Pa. 
241 Yonge Street Toronto 1, Ontario 

MUSLIMS ARE BEING WON FOR CHRIST 
Open doors and unusual opportunities 
call for more men and means 
CAN YOU HELP US? 
Dr. Francis R. Steele Rev. C. Gordon Beacham 
Home Secretary Administrative Secretary 





Know about an AIR-ARM 


FOR MISSIONS 
Write: 


Missionary Aviation Fellowship 
P. O. Box 32, Fullerton, California 
For: @ Vivid, moving sound-color film or film- 
strips 
@ Interesting, informative literature 
@ A stimulating “Missionary Minute” for 
your VBS. 


ORIENTAL BOAT MISSION 
BOX 428, CHICAGO 90, ILLINOIS 
Rev. H. A. Her E tive Secretary 

Founded in 1909 as the South China Boat 
Mission, the O.B.M. reaches boat and island 
people in the Hong Kong area with floatin 
——— chapels, Sunday schools, and medic 
clinic. 

In Japan, workers are laboring in the thickly 
populated, untouched fishing villages and 
islands. Missionaries needed, applications wel- 
comed. Write for free bulletin and information. 

Member of 1.F.M.A. 








4 ° e 
Missionary Engineering, Inc. 
Houghton Dept. A New York 
Dedicated to aiding the missionary by techno- 
logical advances. Spirit-filled and technically 
trained missionaries on the field set up and 
maintain two-way radios, public-address systems 
— recorders, generators, outboard motors an 
other vital equipment helping speed the Gospel. 
Write for literature 
Speed the Gospel by Multiplying the Missionary 


The Oriental Missionary Society 


Member of E.F.M.A. 
Founded by Chas. E. Cowman—1901 

850 N. Hobart Blvd. Los Angeles 29, Calif. 
Emphasizing evangelism through a threefold 
policy: 1. Training of a national ministry. 
2. Formation of an indigenous church. 3. Every 
Creature Crusades. . 

Fields: Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Formosa, In- 
dia (6 fields), Ecuador, Colombia, Brazil, 


Greece, Haiti; co-operative programs in Israel, 





ica. 
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The Orinoco River Mission, (inc.) 


40th Anniversary Year 
Member I.F.M.A. 
Venezuela, South America 
Rev. Van V. Eddings, D.D., Founder & Gen. Dir. 
Evangelizing in five states of eastern Venezuela 
and by boat on the Orinoco River; also Indian 
work. A Bible institute trains Venezuelans for 
full-time Christian service among their own peo- 
ple. Literature or monthly prayer letter sent 
upon request to Home Office. 
30 North Raymond Avenue, Pasadena, California 


Slavic Gospel Association, Inc. 


2434 N. Kedzie Blvd., Dept. TB, Chicago 47, Ill. 
Missionaries in many parts of the world where 
there are Russian and other Slavic- apeaking peo- 
ple. Support for missionaries and relief, ¥ 
cially needed in Europe; also provision for 
Gospels, Bibles, and Tracts. Now working in 
22 countries. Literature free; write today. 
PETER DEYNEKA, General Director 





More Soul-Winning at PGM 


Enlarged facilities, increased staff and stepped- 
up missionary program, making Pacific Garden 
Mission an ever increasing power for Christ on 
Skid Row. 

Join us in this work of spreading God’s Word 
and saving lost souls. Your prayers and interest 


asked. 
Write oe FREE LITERATURE and full 


informati 


PACIFIC GARDEN MISSION 
646 South State Street Chicago 5, Ill. 


South America Indian Mission 


1404 Forsythe Street, West Palm Beach, Fla. 
THE MISSION TO INDIANS 
Write for free copy of Amazon Valley Indian, 


containing accounts of God’s dealings with semi- 
civilized and savage RED MEN. 





POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


International Headquarters 
49 Honeck Street Englewood, New Jersey 


An aggressive missionary movement which 
combines mass evangelism using modern tech- 
niques and large scale Scripture distribution. 
Currently conducting intensive campaigns in 
Africa. 





RAMABAI MUKTI MISSION 
Box 415, Phila. 5, Penna. 


Ever-open door in India. A Christ-centered 
home for unwanted baby girls, blind children, 
and widows. A center of Christian 4 
evangelism, medical and adult literacy wor 

publications. 





REGIONS BEYOND 
MISSIONARY UNION 
8102 Elberon Avenue Philadelphia 11, Pa. 
CAREY’S MOTTO: 
“Expect great things from God 
~~ eat things for God.” 
Proclaimin Ehrist in our older fields 
AFRI A— INDIA — PERU 
and in the virgin fields 
INDONESIA — NEPAL — NETH. NEW GUINEA 








Southern Bible Testimony, Inc. 


Pray for an expanding faith work of Bible con- 
ferences and classes, children’s Bible camp min- 
istry, and aid to weak churches in the needy 
places of the South. Write for plans, needs and 
free monthly paper. 


SOUTHERN BIBLE TESTIMONY, INC. 
Bryson City, N. C. 





SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION 


164 West 74th Street 405 Huron Street 
New York 23, N.Y. Toronto 5, Ontario, 
U.S.A. Canada. 
Founded 1893, Dr. R. V. Bingham 

Preaching the Gospel to Africans in Liberia, 
Nigeria, Volta, Dahomey, Niger, Sudan Ethio- 
pia, Eritrea, Somalia and Aden. Pray for our 
1,280 missionaries, plus ‘The African Chal- 
lenge” newspaper and radio station ELWA. If 
you will = or the SIM, send your name for 
a free subscription to The Sudan Witness and 
Africa Now! 





AFRICA 


The greatest challenge of modern Missions 
THE TCHAD 


Where teachers, doctors, nurses and evangelists 
are needed to at Se the church for its tremen- 
dous tasks of leadership and responsibility. 
Consecrated young people needed NOW! 
SUDAN UNITED MISSION, INC. 
89 Quincy St. 119 Lakeshore Road 
Brooklyn 38, N. Y. Toronto 14, Ont., Canada 








tery, an insane vengeance brought off 
by a trumpery expiation.” 

Doubtless we find it difficult to serve 
God as we confront wickedness, in- 
difference, willful ignorance, and ridi- 
cule. Yet, as we are moved with godly 
fear and with a faith like Noah’s, we 
shall be encouraged instead of de- 
pressed. Our service will be strength- 
ened, we shall work more diligently. 

We have looked back four thousand 
years and have seen God light up the 
life of a godly man. We now come to 
the present day and see the light of 
God upon us. We can be as much 
moved by godly fear as Noah was. 
We can be men and women of such 
faith as he had. That is God’s chal- 
lenge to us today. 
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The Eternal Abiding Place 
(Continued from page 1034) 


God even under a perfect government, 
and the earth will then be renovated 
by fire (2 Pet. 3:10-13; Rev. 20:11), and 
there will be new heavens and new 
earth from which every trace and in- 
fluence of evil will have been expelled 
and cleansed, and the earth will be re- 
stored to its Edenic beauty and glory. 
It would appear that the Old Testa- 
ment saints and the Church will be 
preserved in Heaven during this reno- 
vation time, a type of which is the ark, 
in which faithful Noah and his family 
were preserved during the Flood. When 
the renovation is completed, the new 
Jerusalem (Rev. 21:9, 10), the eternal 


abiding place of all believers, is seen 
coming down “out of heaven” to rest 
upon the new earth. Then eternity will 
begin, beyond which we have no Scrip- 
tural hint or revelation. 
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Children at Home 





Jesus Loves Me 
By Kathryn Wade 


66 HATE to pick up toys! I hate to!” 
Margie stamped her little foot and 
frowned. She sat down in the middle 
of the floor. 
She pulled her brows down in a scowl. 
Outside, Julia was singing, “Jesus 
Loves Me.” Margie liked that song, 
too, but she did not feel like singing 
now. How could Julia sing just now? 
Why was she so happy? 

“Why are you always singing that 
song?” Margie demanded as Julia came 
into the room. 

“Because it’s true and I like to sing 
it,” Julia replied. 

“But why?” Margie asked again. 

“Do you remember your picture book 
that we looked at yesterday?” Julia 
put her arm around her little sister and 
held her close. “Jesus looked so loving 
as He blessed the children in one pic- 
ture. I think He looks at us like that 
when we do something to help some- 
one else.” 

“I just don’t know how to help some- 
one else,” mourned Margie. 

“Oh, yes you do! You help Mother 
when you put your toys away.” 

Margie picked up her doll and put it 
away. She picked up her books and 
put them away. One by one she picked 
up all her toys and put them neatly 
away. Margie was not scowling now. 

“What else could I do to help others?” 
she asked. 

“You could find Grandpa’s glasses for 
him, or pick up his cane when he drops 
it. You could bring Grandma’s knit- 
ting to her, or her Bible when she wants 
to read—” 

Before Julia could say more, a fretful 
cry came from the next room. Baby 
was cutting teeth, and was cross. 

“I know,” laughed Margie, dancing 
from the room. A moment later, Baby 
crowed with glee as he knocked down 
the block house Margie had built for 
him. 

Julia smiled for Margie was singing 
happily, “Jesus Loves Me!” 


VALENTINE, NEBR. 
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A Good Use for 
Old Copies of the Times 


HE Rev. O. L. Smith and Mrs. Smith 

hold services and distribute litera- 
ture in migrant camps, prisons, jails, 
Indian villages, Army and mining 
camps, and T.B. hospitals in the South- 
west. They will be very glad to receive 
back numbers of THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
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She pouted out her lips, 
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Subscription Rates 
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$4.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
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One copy, five years, U.S.A., $15.00. 
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$3.00 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $3.00 each, per year. 
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Times to give out to the people who are 
eager for reading matter. 

Packages of papers should be sent to 
the Rev. O. L. Smith, 1503 W. Delaware 
Ave., Tucson, Ariz. 


for family ss 


Worship 


















Family Worship, daily Bible readings and 
notes prepared by The Scripture Union. 


Mon., Jan. 16. Luke 7:11-17. 


Capernaum is twenty-five miles from 
Nain, and Jesus had walked all the 
way! But He arrived exactly on time 
—not too early, not too late. He so 
followed the will of His Heavenly Fa- 
ther that He reached the city gates just 
as the funeral was leaving. He felt so 
sorry for that widow. How quickly He 
acted! In a moment that young man 
was alive again and restored to his 
mother. The miracle is a picture of 
what Jesus does today. He raises peo- 
ple from the death of sin unto the life 
of righteousness, giving them a new 





December 31, 1960 (Lesson for January 15) 


We call this 


quality of life altogether. 
the new birth. 


A Prayer: Lord, lay some soul upon 
my heart and love that soul through 
me. And may I humbly do my part to 
lead that one to Thee. For Jesus 
Christ’s sake. Amen. 


Question: Can you remember some 


other occasions on which Jesus “had 
compassion” on people? (Matt. 15:32, 
Mark 5:19.) 

Tues., Jan. 17. Luke 7:18-23. 


Poor John the Baptist! After serving 
God for nine months, he had to go to 
prison. He had achieved remarkable 
things, too. But now John was help- 
less in prison. . Had he been hoping that 
if Jesus really was the Messiah He 
would set him free, overthrow King 
Herod, and establish God’s Kingdom in 
Israel? Nothing like that had hap- 
pened, and John grew more and more 
depressed. He had doubts, too. Remem- 
ber what John did! He used messen- 
gers to take his doubts to Jesus. We 
can tell the Lord about our doubts and 
fears more directly by prayer. And 
Jesus helped John by pointing out some 
real solid facts. “The deaf hear, the 
blind see, the dead are raised.” And 
John would be thinking of facts again, 
and forgetting his feelings. 


A Prayer: Comfort, we beseech Thee, 
most gracious God, Thy servants .who 
are cast down and faint of heart amid 
the sickness and sorrow of this world; 
and grant that by the power of Thy 
Holy Spirit they also may be enabled 
to go on their way rejoicing; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Question: “I will never leave thee 
nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). Can 
you think of a better fact to rely on in 
time of doubt and depression? 


Wed., Jan. 18. Luke 7:36-43. 

Five hundred pence is a very small 
sum today, but 2,000 years ago, when 
men earned only six pennies a week, it 
was nearly two years’ wages! The man 
in the story was heavily in debt. In 
the parable “a certain creditor” stands 
for God. The debtors are people like 
us. We owe Him our worship because 
of what He is. We owe Him our obe- 
dience because of what He commands. 
We owe Him our service because we 
are so evidently created to serve Him. 
We owe Him our love because He first 
loved us. We do not pay’our debts to 
God as we should, alas! Most of us are 
heavily in debt to Him. But our loving 
Heavenly Father offers us forgiveness 
in the same way as the creditor in the 
story forgave his debtors. And what 
a relief it is to be forgiven! 


A Prayer: Father of all mercies, teach 
us to be merciful, as Thou art merciful. 
Father of all forgiveness, help us to for- 
give others, as Thou hast forgiven us; 
knowing that, with what measure we 
mete, it shall be measured to us again; 
for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 


Question: Which verse in today’s por- 
tion shows that the Lord Jesus knows 
all about our thoughts? 
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SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
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World Presbyterian Missions, Inc. 
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(HCJB, The Voice of the ~~. 


Quito, Ecuador, $ 
Faith missionary society 
Jesus’ Blessings’’ 
years. 


North American Headquarters 


Talcottville, Conn. 


Hecalding Christ 
by radio for more than 28 








WORLD-WIDE MISSIONS 


86 E. Loma Alta Dr., Altadena, Calif. 
Director 
Native Evangelism—Christian Training Schools 
Orphanages in 17 Nations 
“World-Wide 
(circ. 100,000 in 110 nations), also 
“Missionary Miracles” 
“Taking Christ to Heathen Nations” 


Dr. Basil Miller, 


Write for free mission paper, 
Missions” 
free gift book 





Wycliffe Bible Translators, Inc. 
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THE MOST NEGLECTED MISSION FIELD 


Our children in godless schools. 
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to start a Christian school. 
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THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


His people to pray for a Heaven-sent 
revival among Negro believers in 
Christ. A small revival ‘spirit is burn- 
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| Fri., Jan. 20. 


| Christ’s other parables. 
| Word of God, the Bible, God’s truth. 
| Christ 
| who proclaims God’s Word is a sower 
| too. 
| Some people resemble the 
| with all its comings and goings. 
| are too busy for the Word of God to 
| take root 
| comes 
| Others are like the rock; they are hard 


| come into their hearts at all. 
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Thurs., Jan. 19. Luke 7:44-50. 

Water for washing and oil for the 
skin were necessities in hot Palestine, 
and the kiss would correspond to our 
handshake today. Simon had forgotten 
these elementary courtesies. He was 
just outwardly respectful. He did not 
really love the Lord. The woman of 
the city was so different. Her heart 
just overflowed with love to Jesus; her 
tears were tears of joy; her kisses were 
kisses of love; the anointing of oint- 


|} ment was the outpouring of her de- 
| votion to her Saviour. 
| two so different? 
| forgiven; Simon- had not. 
| is a wonderful thing. A radio speaker 
| once asked, “Which Christian doctrine 
| is the most difficult for people to ac- 
| cept?” and gave the answer, “It is the 


Why were the 
The woman had been 
Forgiveness 


belief that God will forgive sins.” How 


| right she was! 


A Prayer: Give us, O Lord, a humble 


| spirit, that we may never presume upon 
| Thy mercy, but live always as those 
| who have been much forgiven. Through 
| Thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Question: Can you remember some 


| other people to whom Jesus said, “Thy 
| faith has made thee whole” or “Thy 
| faith has saved thee”? 


Luke 8:1-8. 


The story of the Sower is the key to 
The seed is the 
is the sower; indeed, anyone 
The soils represent human hearts. 
roadside 
They 


so Satan 
it away. 


in their hearts, 
quickly and_ snaps 


and quite unwilling for God’s Word to 
Others, 
like the thorny ground, allow ail sorts 


| of interests to choke God’s truth in 
| their lives. 
| in money, pleasure, business, hobbies, 


An all-absorbing interest 
and work will do this all too quickly. 
The good ground has been. carefully 
prepared for the seed of God’s truth. 
The seed can so be nourished until, in 
God’s good time, a wonderful harvest 
is produced. Which soil do we re- 
semble? 

A Prayer: Lord of the harvest, who 
dost sow good seed into the hearts of 
all men: Grant that our hearts may be 
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good ground, bearing good fruit; to th 


‘ glory of Thy name. Amen. 


Question: How can we help prepa 
our hearts for God’s Word? 


Sat., Jan. 21. Luke 8:9-15, 


Some people like nuts; but othe 
just can’t be bothered to crack them 
Christ’s parables are just like nuts. T’ 
disciples were really interested. They 
would puzzle over the stories that Jesug 
told and would think about them until 
they cracked them and got the hidden 
truth out of them. Those who could 
not be bothered to puzzle over what 
Jesus had said only heard and saw the 
outside shell of His teaching. They 
would not crack the -parable to get at 
its truth, so they saw, yet they did no 
see; they heard, yet they did not un- 
derstand (v. 10). God tells us that we 
must love Him with all our minds 
(Luke 10:27). We cannot love Him like 
that if we cannot be bothered to think 
about His truth. Do we study o 
Christian faith? Do we think hard! 
about what we read in our Bible every 
day? Have a simple faith in Jesus, of 
course, but don’t have an empty head!) 

A Prayer: Blessed Lord, who has 
caused all holy Scriptures to be writ- 
ten for our learning, grant that we may 
in such wise hear them, read, mark,’ 
learn, and inwardly digest them, that 
by patience and comfort of Thy holy 
Word we may embrace and ever hold 
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
which Thou hast given us in our Sav- 
iour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Question: Which verse tells us how 
we should hear and receive God's 
Word? 


Sun., Jan. 22. Luke 8:19-25." 


So Christ’s disciples did not escape 
the storms! We, too, must expect our 
fair share of storms and troubles, and) 
when they come we may sometimes 
panic; sometimes we may feel that the™ 
Lord is asleep and unable to help. But 
if you have asked the Lord into the 
boat of your life, you can know that 
He is with you, even in storms. The! 
disciples did three things: First, they 
used what remaining faith they had. 
Second, they told Jesus all about their 
fears. Third, they relied upon Him to” 
save them, and Jesus did the impos- 
sible. I wonder whether you are fac- 
ing a storm of trouble today. Your 
faith is almost gone. Never mind! Use 
what little faith you have; tell our 
Lord all about your fears and rely upon | 
Him to save you. He will. 

A Prayer: Almighty and everlasting 
God, mercifully look upon our infirm- 
ities, and in all our dangers and neces- 
sities stretch forth Thy right hand to 
help and defend us; through Jesus 7 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Question: Which verse makes you) 
think that the disciples were obeying 
the Lord by being on the lake at that 
time? 


4 


I pray to God this day to make me 
an extraordinary Christian.—George 
Whitefield. 
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